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SHALL the study of the Bible have a place in the college curricu- 
lum? This question those engaged in college education must ask 
and must answer. Te be sure, it is not a new question. There have 
always been individuals who have pressed it. There have always been 
institutions in which such study has been provided for. But as never 
before the question now comes to us ; and it comes with force capable 
of overcoming all ordinary obstacles. The opportune moment has 
arrived for a movement which shall aim to place in the curriculum of 
every American college at least an elective course in the study of the 
English Bible. Let the friends of this movement unite and act. 


To how great an extent has the Bible already been assigned a 
place in the curriculum of our colleges? The brief statements con- 
tained in this number of a dozen or more leading college presidents, 
will in part answer this question. Quite a number of institutions offer 
something. But is it really dona fide work that is provided for? Is it 
not in most cases so managed as to become either an unpopular and 
unprofitable task, or a popular and unprofitable “snap”? Does the 
Bible-department, in those colleges in which it exists, have the dig- 
nity possessed by other departments? Is it, after all, regarded as a 
department of the college, and not rather as a sort of Sunday-school 
appendage? The truth is this: Only a few, at best, of our institu- 
tions, recognize such work as worth doing; and in these few, with 
some exceptions of course, such study is so conducted as practically 
to be a farce. 


WHAT is wanted? (1) That in every institution there shall be 
an opportunity offered, for men who so desire, to study the English 
*2 
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Bible. (2) That this course of study be placed in the hands of men 
who can ¢each, and that it be made to have equal dignity and rank 
with other courses of college study. (3) That public opinion, exclu- 
sive of religious opinion, be brought to accept the fact that the study of 
the Bible, merely as history and literature, is as ennobling, as discip- 
linary, and in short as valuable, as the study of any other history and — 
literature. (4) That the time may soon have passed when young 
men shall leave our colleges shamefully ignorant of those characters, 
ideas, and events, which have not only greatly influenced, but indeed 
altogether controlled and molded the world’s history. Is this asking 
too much ? 


WHY is it that so many college men, to whom the propriety of devot- 
ing a term’s study in college to Greek history is self-evident, hesitate at 
the proposition to offer as an elective a term of study in Hebrew his- 
tory? Ifa young man in pursuit of discipline may profitably spend 
hours in mastering the institutions of Lycurgus, why may he not 
spend as much time upon those of Moses? If familiarity with the 
biographies of Aristides and Pericles and Socrates refines the taste and’ 
elevates the thought, why not familiarity with the lives and words 
of David and Solomon and Isaiah? Some may think that, as the stu- 
dent has heard the Bible read from infancy and has owned so long 
a copy for himself, he is already so intimately familiar with its con- 
tents that it would be impossible to make a term of Bible-study hard 
enough to be disciplinary. But such a supposition will excite only 
a smile among those who have taken pains to discover the real state 
of the facts. The ignorance of the Bible among intelligent young 
men would be amusing were it not most shameful. 


IN considering the question of the Bible in our colleges, empha- 
sis should be laid upon the relation of its intellectual study to its 
devotional use. It is clear that, at least for one who occupies the 
position of the college student, the former is fundamental to the 
latter. The earnest endeavor to discover the sense of the Bible to 
the intellect stands in direct and primary relation to the possibility of 
finding, in biblical expression and experience, either a message to 
the personal thought and experience of the devout heart or a vehicle 
of utterance, within self, for the soul’s thought or state of feeling. 
One must first understand a given portion of the Bible before one can 
properly use it devotionally. Intellectual reading of the Bible opens 
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vastly more widely its general contents to devotional use. Even such 
passages as would be spontaneously selected for the purpose of devo- 
tion become in their contents much richer to the heart after their 
careful study by the intellect. Is the Bible used devotionally in our 
colleges, by their Christian students, as it should be? Is it to them 
the help that it ought to be? Ifnot, why not? Is not this the pre- 
eminent need for the nurture and growth of Christian life in the col- 
lege, that the Scriptures be read intellectually in order that they may 
become a power devotionally in the individual life of the student? 

A further inquiry presents itself. Is the Bible as useful devo- 
tionally as it ought to be to the thinking Christian men of our land, 
our Christian college graduates? If not, why not? Is it, in large 
measure, because such intellectual study of the Scriptures as is funda- 
mental to their proper and full devotional use, was not afforded them 
in the days of their college mental discipline, when, certainly as com- 
pared with the days of busy life since, thay had time and opportunity 
for such study? What are the facts? Ifa man leaves college with- 
out, at least, a comparative intellectual knowledge of the Bible, do 
the Scriptures ever help him devotionally, and thus help the world 
through him, as they ought? Do they attain their end in him and 
through him ? 


BIBLE-STUDY is needed in our colleges for the students as a whole. 
It is more needed by those not looking forward to the ministry than 
by those who are. Itis believed that our college students recognize 
this all-important fact. In asking editorially for an elective in Bible- 
study, the Amherst Literary Magazine said: ‘“ We believe we voice 
the sentiment of the student body in directing attention to the need.” 
“We claim that every well-educated man should be acquainted with 
the facts and proofs of Christianity.” The times are demanding this 
Bible-work of the colleges. Where are the college educated men, in 
sufficient number, who are fitted to act as Sabbath-school superintend- 
ents, to conduct teachers’ meetings as they should be conducted, to 
have charge of normal and Bible-class work, to serve as teachers for 
our thinking young men? See the phenomenal success of a thor- 
oughly equipped Bible-teacher to-day ? Why are there so few? 

Again. The character of pulpit-work depends much upon the 
pews. With increased Christian education there is an increasing 
intelligent demand for higher literary and scientific culture on the 
part of the ministry. Is there a corresponding demand for biblical 
culture, for that devout and also scholarly knowledge of the Scriptures 


4 THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. 


which the spirit and questions of the day demand in him who occupies 
the pulpit? Why do we not have more Bible-preaching, in its broad- 
est and best sense? Is Christian intelligence in the pews somewhat 
in fault? Is the remedy to be found, in part, in Bible-study in the 
college? 


THE present number of THE STUDENT contains the first four of a 
series of forty “Inductive Bible-studies.” In the preparation of these 
“studies” there have been associated with the editor, Professors Wm. 
G. Ballantine, D. D., of Oberlin, O., Willis J. Beecher, D. D., of 
Auburn, N. Y., and George S. Burroughs, of Amherst, Mass. The 
work has been distributed quite evenly among the four gentlemen. 
It is thought that this course of study can be employed to advantage 
by instructors teaching the Bible in college, College Y. M. C. Associa- 
tions, general Y. M. C. Associations, teachers of Bible-classes, minis- 
ters, and indeed Bible-students of every class. In order that it might 
meet the needs of all these classes, and at the request of those who 
are most deeply interested in Y. M. C. A. work in this country, 
“questions relating to practical work” have been prepared and incor- 
porated with each “study.” The work proposed differs essentially 
from any that has ever hitherto been offered. The only desire of those 
who have undertaken it, is that it may in some small way aid men in 
fathoming the great depths of the Sacred Word. 
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A SYMPOSIUM; THE DESIRABILITY AND FEASIBILITY OF 
BIBLE-STUDY IN THE COLLEGE. 


The effort to secure a larger study of the Bible in our colleges, is one of the 
healthiest signs of the times. Such an effort should be successful, on any theory 
of the college course. The study of the Bible is the most interesting of all stud- 
ies, and the most important. Whatever we may think of its origin, or its con- 
tents, no other book has had such wide relations to the history of mankind, and, 
judging from its actual effects alone, no other book has such power to stimulate 
thought, and to discipline thought. I believe that the college which studies it 
most, will be the purest and the strongest. 

If this be true, its enlarged study is certainly feasible. Anything can be 
done which is truly desirable, and if other courses have to give way to this, any 
loss thereby occasioned will be more than compensated. 

(Pres.) JuLius H. SEELYE, 
June 22, 1887. Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. — 


A better acquaintance of our educated young men with the Bible, it seems 
to me, is greatly to be desired ; and some kind of biblical instruction to our college 
undergraduates I am disposed to think is both advisable and feasible. But the 
instruction should not be intrusted to incompetent hands. One lecture a week, 
for a half year or less, might, I think, be profitably given to the senior classes in 
our colleges. I would make it a required study rather than an elective, because 
those most needing to take it would be least likely to elect it. THrz OLD Trsta- 
MENT STUDENT would, I think, be a most useful aid in the proposed college 


study of the Bible. I am, 
Yours, very truly, 


(Pres.) E. G. ROBINSON, 
July 18, 1887. Brown University, Providence, R. I. 


There is nothing I so much desire to see introduced more extensively into our 
regular college curriculum as a study of the great English classics, and that not 
merely for the language and style, but for the valuable aid afforded to many col- 
lateral studies. If this be true of the secular writings, surely it must apply with 
more force to the systematic and critical study of the English Bible. It would 
seem that it should be feasible and that it is certainly desirable to render such 
study accessible as an elective in the curriculum of every college. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Pres.) G. D. B. PEPPER, 

July 13, 1887. Colby University. 


I regard the study of the English Bible and related topics in college as ex- 
ceedingly desirable and entirely feasible. It is a book too centrally and vitally 
related to history, literature and civilization to be omitted from a course of liberal 
education. For ten years I have conducted such an exercise with the senior class 
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in this institution on each Monday morning, and similar arrangements are now 
made for the other classes respectively. It takes the place of the Greek Testa- 
ment recitation on Monday morning, which had existed in the college from its 
early history. 


Yours very truly, 
(Pres.) 8S. C. BARTLETT, 
July 9, 1887. Dartmouth College, Dartmouth, N. H. 


Next year, by a special vote of the trustees, at their late annual meetirig, I am 
to conduct a class in the English Bible, in which the study is to be compulsory, 
and is to include all the students of the university. In mapping out a course of 
study for ‘‘The Shepardson College for Women” that has just been organized 
here, I put the study of the Bible—making it compulsory,—into every term of 
the collegiate course, and the trustees of that college adopted it with expressions 
of the most hearty approval. For one, I am emphatically in favor of this. Is it not 
more important to trace God’s providence in connection with the people to whom 
he gave his written law, and with whom he made his covenant, than to trace the 
history of the Greeks and Romans? Why should we do the latter and utterly 
neglect the former? It is important that we study such characters as Socrates, 
Plato, Demosthenes and Cicero, but vastly more important for us to understand 
Moses, Isaiah, John and Paul, and above all, to study the character, words and 
works of Jesus Christ, who is the author of all that is grandest, purest and best 
in the most advanced and perfect civilization of the world. ~ 

Yours most truly, 
(Pres.) GALUSHA ANDERSON, 
Denison University, Granville, O. 


In my judgment, the study of the English Bible is an essential part of any well 
ordered college curriculum. So Lafayette College has regarded it always. That 
the study is universally popular I cannot affirm. This, however, is the case with 
no subject. But surely in this day when, as never before, the public mind is con- 
cerned with the history and contents of the Bible, no one can be considered edu- 
cated who has not a somewhat full knowledge of the subjects directly and 
indirectly suggested by the sacred volume. The experience of Lafayette College 
proves the introduction of the Bible into the regular college curriculum both ad- 
visable and feasible. The intellectual results are good, and only good, and the 
moral are such as cannot be stated in words. 

Yours very truly, 
(Pres.) JAS. H. Mason Knox, 

July 8, 1887. Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. 


A weekly lesson in the English Bible for every class, has been a part of the 
required course in Oberlin College through all its history. There has sometimes 
been difficulty in securing from the classes thorough preparation for the exercise, 
and the work has often taken the form of a lecture, sometimes of a conversation 
between teacher and pupil. But the lesson has not seemed burdensome or weari- 
some; and within the last few years there has been a growing interest in the 
study. Indeed to such an extent has the interest prevailed, that at the begin- 
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ning of the last term a petition, quite numerously signed, was presented to the 
faculty asking that the study might be made an elective, as a daily exercise, for a 
single term. Several volunteer classes, mostly meeting on Sunday, under the 
general direction of one of the professors, have been carried on during the past 
year, for the study of the English Bible. These have been attended by a large 
number of our students. The time seems to be propitious for more effective 
work in this direction. ; 
Yours faithfully, 
. (Pres.) JAS. H. FAIRCHILD, 
July 12, 1887. ‘Oberlin College, Oberlin, O. 


I may state that in this college every studentis under Bible instruction once a 
week. Nearly the whole of this is connectedly the English Bible, viz., the Old 
and New Testaments. In the academic department, however, we use the Greek 
Testament with the sophomores, taking them through the Gospel according to 
St. John. 

The end we have in view is solely religious instruction for the benefit of the 
student. The plan is well adapted for this purpose. We cannot take our stu- 
dents through every chapter of the Bible, but we take up various parts of the 
Bible. 

(Pres.) JaMES McCosaH, 

July 11, 1887. Princeton College, Princeton, N. J. 


I am well convinced that the English Bible should have a place in our college 
courses of study. 

Just how to introduce it is a question not easily answered. In our Syracuse 
University I have introduced it, with the approval of our faculty, as an elective 
under the phrase ‘‘ Bible Doctrine and Ethics.”’ The Bible is the text-book, and I 
teach it by topics with appropriate Bible references. This brief statement of 
what we do will probably as well represent my views as anything else I could 
write. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Pres.) C. N. Srus, 
July 11, 1887. Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y. 


I confess to nothing short of enthusiasm in favor of the study of the English 
Bible in the curriculum of every college, and of its having a place among the elec- 
tives also. 

What may have a right to be studied in college if it be not that book of 
which Luther said: ‘I fear the universities will prove great gateways to hell 
unless the professors therein labor faithfully in the Word of God;”: of which 
Bungener says that Calvin made it the ‘‘ centre” in the Genevan education, of 
which the early Harvard records are full, and which even Huxley would not see 
taken away from the youth of England because there could be found nothing like 
it for making character. 

There is time for it, whatever may be said of the rapidity with which the 
demands of education seem to consume the available hours. Our experience 
here, where all the classes study it or its ‘‘ defence and confirmation,’’ and where 
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the professorship of ‘‘ Biblical Instruction and Apologetics’? was among the 
earliest endowed, has been so satisfactory that we are anxiously seeking to extend 
the study. 

The regular and official study will but help the private and co-operative study, 
and the abundant and inviting opportunities for laymen with open Bibles which 
they understand and, in the deepest sense, know by heart, will intensify and per- 
petuate the interest. 

Success to your efforts to have the Bible given again the place in higher edu- 
cation from which its displacement is a shame to our common Protestantism, and 
has proved a harm to our national life. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Pres:) SYLVESTER F. SCOVEL, 
July 8, 1887. The University of Wooster, Wooster, O. 


I have long felt that the English Bible should be made a part of the English 
curriculum, and in those colleges where there are few electives, it should be made 
a part of the regularcourse. It seems to me an absurd anomaly that a man should 
come out of college, supposed to have a liberal education, and know about Greek 
and Latin history, whose relation to American life and institutions is. measurably 
remote, and nothing about Hebrew history, whose relation to American life and 
thought is very direct. 

Yours sincerely, 
LYMAN ABBOTT, 

July 11, 1887. The Christian Union, New York. 

I do certainly think that the study of the Bible should have a place, and an 
honored place, in a college course—not because of its claim to be a divine revela- 
tion, but because it contains the earliest history of the human race; and because 
simply for its literature, apart from its moral teachings, it is immeasurably 
superior to any other book which antiquity has left tous. A year or two since 
we had the pleasure of a visit from the late President Hopkins. One morning at 
prayers I read the fourth chapter of the first epistle of John, when he turned to 
me quickly and said, ‘“‘ There is more in that chapter than in all the philosophy 


. of the ancient world.”? SoI venture to think that there is more in the Hebrew 


prophets than in the Greek poets. And yet in most colleges, weeks or months of 
study will be given to a Greek play, or to the odes of Horace, while both the Old 
and New Testaments are wholly ignored. This seems to me not giving impor- 
tance to things in their due proportion. Besides, to understand the history of 
modern civilization, a large space should be given to a book which has exerted a 
greater influence than any other on the faith and fortunes of mankind. 
Yours very truly, 
Henry M. FIELD, 
July 18, 1887. The Evangelist, New York. 


I do not believe in the English Bible as a required college study at all; and 
even the Greek Testament, as a required study, is of doubtful value. It is worth- 
less if not a regular daily study for a while. Of course the optional study of the 
Bible is good, in whatever language, but I think I should put it on Sunday, in an 
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ordinary Bible class, such as we are familiar with. The fact that the Bible is 
also a religious book, as well as a book of literature, makes it indecorous to make 
it the object of unwilling study. 
Yours truly, 
WILLIAM Hayes WARD, 
July 8, 1887. The Independent, New York. 


The editor of THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT asks my opinion of the “‘ad- 
visability and feasibility of making the study of the English Bible a part of the 
regular college curriculum, at least as an elective.” It will be admitted that the 
college ought to do the best it can for the intellectual development, discipline, and 
furnishing of the student. I leave moral, and much more religious considera- 
tions out of view, and base the conclusion solely upon the effect of the study of 
the Scriptures upon the intellect. I will take the liberty of referring to a highly 
distinguished living journalist, Mr. Murat Halstead, of the Cincinnati Commercial 
Gazette, for an example. Mr. Halstead never has been a believer in the Bible as a 
product of divine inspiration. If he has ever read it for spiritual guidance, it is 
since the time when we were fellow students. And yet any one who will study Mr. 
Halstead’s literary style will see that he has been a close and appreciative Bible 
student. His marvelously clear, strong, and elegant English is constantly 
enriched, reinforced, and dignified with biblical allusions. Mr. Halstead never 
would, in my opinion, have reached the position he now holds in literature had he 
not received, from Dr. Robert H. Bishop, thorough drill in the Bible as a classic. 
As a classic, the Bible is wholly unapproachable by any other. Let a writer draw 
an illustration or an authority from Homer, and nine-tenths of his readers will 
receive an unpleasant reminder of their ignorance of the Greek. But let him draw 
upon the Scriptures, and all those readers will catch the flash of the light and delight 
init. There has been no eminent English writers in the past whose writings fail 
to show familiarity with this wonderful classic. I hold it to be impossible for a 
writer or speaker to attain his best, or even any considerable eminence, without 
it. He must have its English, he must catch its tone, he must be familiar with 
its principles, or he never can sway the minds and hearts of the populace. I am 
tempted to show why Demosthenes could wield the Greeks with eloquence which 
would fall flat on an English audience, and to give illustrations of the employ- 
ment of Scripture in the conflicts of the courts, of politics and of statesmanship, 
but am not entitled to trespass upon your space. If I have spoken truly thus 
far, then the conclusion is inevitable: That college which does not make use of 
the most valuable classic available, does not do the best it can do by its students. 
It sends them out into competition or conflict with men who are better trained, 
better armed, better furnished, than themselves. 

Wo. C. GRAY, 
July 12, 1887. : The Interior, Chicago, Il. 


There are two elements in the question: the one having respect to the prac- 
ticability of finding a place for the English Bible in the established courses of 
study; the other having respect to difficulties which may be raised by persons in 
the management of such institutions, not in sympathy with Bible-study, at least 
in that connection. The making of English Bible-study an eclectic, would seem 
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to relieve whatever real difficulty may exist in reference to the first question. 
Placing such a study in the curriculum implies nothing as to the frequency with 
which the class in it should meet. The main matter is that it should meet regu- 
larly, meet as often as the claims of other studies will allow, and as an under- 
stood part of the college-work. It seems to me that with a really good will 
toward the measure on the part of those concerned, such a new element in college- 
work should be entirely practicable. : 

As to the second point of difficulty, objection on the part of those charged 
with the management would in many cases be easily overcome. There must be 
a good many Christian colleges in the country already in the main prepared for 
such achange. In proportion as the new study were found to be practicable and 
profitable, others would follow the example. There will always be opposition to 
what is new; yet when what is new is also right, perseverence will prevail in the 
end. 

I do not need to assure you how heartily I should approve of the introduc- 
tion of such study. Why should not the Bible, as the world’s greatest book, be 
included in the list of those which it is desirable every educated person should 
know? And why, in the study of all other ancient history and ancient literature, 
should this be left out? 

Yours, most truly, 
JUSTIN A. SMITH, 
The Standard, Chicago. 


Itis a great pity that the study of the English Bible finds no place in the cur- 
riculum of so many of our American colleges; as an obligatory, an elective, or an 
optional study. It is really a lamentable fact that during the entire course of his 
undergraduate life, the average American student is practically cut off from Bible 
study. 

That this loss more than cancels all the good obtained by many a college stu- 
dent in his study of that which is provided for him in the curriculum, I have not 
a doubt. I have long felt that no greater lack exists in our American colleges as 
a whole, than this lack of instruction in the Bible as the Bible. 

If, indeed, a college needs an addition to its faculty, in order to secure Bible 


_ instruction to its undergraduates, the funds for an endowment of a Bible-teach- 


er’s chair will not long be wanting, with the missionary spirit as prevalent as it is 
in the church of Christ. 
God speed the effort to introduce Bible-study into our American colleges ! 
Yours sincerely, 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 
July 13, 1887. The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE STUDY OF THE HEBREW THEOCRACY IN THE 
COLLEGE.* 
By Pres. FRANKLIN CARTER, D. D., 


Williams College, Williamstown, Mass. 


I hold the old-fashioned belief that the studies of the ancient languages, and 
the mathematics, disciplining two differing sets of faculties, the one class of 
studies being the foundation of the knowledge of man as disclosed in history, 
literature and art, and the other, the foundation of all knowledge of the universe, 
should constitute a large part of the college course, During the later two years 
something may be introduced more directly related to modern thought and 
knowledge in natural and historical science, in the new literatures, and in philoso- 
phy. But as I would have Latin studied somewhat for the discipline of memory 
and judgment, more for training in English, but most of all for the ennobling 
understanding and historical value of Roman ideas, and Greek for the permanent 
ideas of the Greeks so intimately involved in certain sides of modern life and 
culture, so I will not decline to note here a deficiency in the college course in the 
best New England colleges which I have hoped some generous friend of 
‘¢ Williams College ’’ would before long enable us to fill. When I look at the 
Venus of Melos, that most perfect embodiment of beauty ever created by human 
artist, I see a full justification of the demand that the thoughts of the people 
who produced such peerless art should become, to some extent, the possession of 
every man who seeks a liberal education; that the study of Greek ideas should 
be a large part of a college course.. So when I look at the Roman arch, the proud 
symbol of victory over obstacles, on which a great people crossed rivers and 
chasms to the dominion of the world, and established a system of government 
which, in one form or another, by the force of military despotism, or by the tenets 
of the Catholic Church, or by the sway of the literatures of Southern Europe, has 
controlled civilized thought for three milleniums, I see abundant reason for the 
demand that Roman ideas shall become very familiar to every college boy. But 
what is the Venus of Melos, the Parthenon, or the verse of Homer, the perfect 
canons of art, what is the arch of the Romans, or their system of civil law, the 
canons of social order, in comparison with the tables of stone on which were 
engraven the pure commandments, the canons of moral order, which the Jehovah 
of the Jews gave to Moses on the mountain, and through him to the human race ? 
Do we not find in the importance of their moral ideas reason for the demand that 
every educated boy should know a good deal of that small, exclusive, but grand 
theocracy in which a ‘“‘ Thus saith the Lord” was the majestic descent of heaven 
upon earth, of that people through whom a pure monotheism and a lofty morality 
was maintained for long generations, and finally entering into Christianity, 
enveloped the world with an atmosphere which “‘ every man that cometh into the 
world ’’ must breathe ? 


* From an inaugural address delivered July 6th, 1881. 
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Iinterrupt the progress of my discussion, to give a few reasons why the 
study of the Hebrew theocracy might well, especially now, be restored to the 
place in New England education which our fathers assigned to it. 

I. The first reason for the study of the Hebrew theocracy in the college 
course is found, as I have already intimated, in the supreme worth to the race 
of moral ideas, and the for this reason immense interest that attaches to that 
nation which, during an age of comparative groping after moral truth among . 
otherwise extremely enlightened peoples, received and transmitted, from genera- 
tion to generation, a morality that in its outlines presents still the canons for all 
mankind. This morality, intimately connected with, even the outgrowth of, a 
sublime monotheism, is presented in the Old Testament in such commanding 
simplicity and with such reasonable grandeur as to make all the precepts and 
corollaries of the heathen mythologies of refined peoples seem puerile and empty. 
I speak simply from the sociological side, when I say, if the mythologies of Greece 
and the Norsemen are worth studying for the thought of the people whose con- 
ceptions they embody, then the ethical and religious conceptions of a people more 
ideal than the Germans, of intenser self-respect than the Romans, of majestic 
purity as compared with the Greeks, of more ardent family feeling than the 
English—the people from whose moral and religious reservoir all the world has 
drawn the tonic of daily social life—is worthy in its origin and history, in its 
ritual and its literature, of study in the college course. 

II. The second reason for the study of the Hebrew theocracy is to be found 
in the great influence which the ideas of this theocracy have exerted in the 
reformatory crises in the history of the race. To pass by for the present the 
transition of those ideas into the essence of Christianity, with what intensity and 
power the idea of the wide and ineffaceable difference between right and wrong— 
the idea of retribution swift and certain for iniquity, and of ultimate blessedness 
for the righteous—the idea as applied to nations that there can be no permanent 
peace or prosperity except through obedience to the perfect moral law, with what 
intensity and power these ideas leaped forth in the preaching of Savonarola, in 
the reformation work of Luther and Calvin, in the awakening of the demand for 
liberty of conscience in the Netherlands and in England, in the settlement and 
early legislation of our own New England, in the agitations and discussions that 


_ issued in the American civil war, and in the abolition of slavery. In the prepa- 


ration of the nations for, and in the attainment of, a purer life, it has always been 
the ideas of that theocracy that have had the most stimulating and unrelenting 
force. The law, the Hebrew moral law, has always been for the nations the 
schoolmaster to quicken and arouse the sleeping conscience, and to prepare the 
way for liberty. It has, alas! been true that there has been sometimes a narrow 
and grim delight in the fetters of this law, and in the woes and punishments 
incident to its infraction. It has been true that the exclusiveness and ferocity of , 
the Hebrew warrior has hidden under the cowl of the self-abasing monk, has 
transformed the bishop’s crosier into a sword, and made the so-called minister of 
the pacific prince devour like a ravening wolf. Reverence for the Hebrew theoc- 
racy has executed by thousands innocent women on the charge of witchcraft, 
with all the forms of law. The same reverence has even so far disregarded the 
innocence of childhood as to baptize, since the publication of the Genevan Bible 
in 1560, multitudes of infants with such names as Abinadab, Jonathan, Joab, 
Nehemiah, Absalom, and Jeremiah. But the wholesale violations of eternal 
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justice in obedience to the temporary enactments of a people fighting against 
fearful odds for the existence of morality, the affixing of the names of the weep- 
ing prophets or treacherous captains of a people generations removed, during a 
period of more than two centuries, on the cherubs of the households of our 
Puritan ancestors, simply attest the tremendous power of the ideas of that people, 
and such phenomena, wisely interpreted, will lead to a profounder study rather 
than to a contemptuous neglect of that unique people. 

III. Another reason for the study of the ideas of the Hebrews is found in 
the thoroughness with which these ideas pervade the new literatures. This is 
but an extension of the previous reason, but by considering this we shall see still 
more plainly how momentous the Jewish influence has been in the new moral 
beginnings, in the great revivals of the world. As Ulfilas carried the Bibe to the 
Goths in their own tongue, and secured the fragments of that precious monument 
to scholars, so every renewal of literary life among the Germans has been en- 
kindled or accelerated by Hebrew ideas, though in some cases the Jewish concep- 
tions have been overlaid by the Christian. The old High-German literary revival 
had its impulse in connection with the extension of the sway of the Roman 
Church, the Middle-German from the crusades, though translations from the 
Psalms and the Pentateuch are among the remains from that period; but the 
revival of morality in the Reformation, by the aid of Luther’s Bible, renewed the. 
German language, and that popular translation did for the common language the 
same, but. much more than King James’ version has done for the English. Hence 
even in the noblest literary monuments the traces of the original inspiration, both 
in language and ideas. Milton’s ‘“ Paradise Lost” was the outgrowth of a 
greater moral revival than Dante’s ‘‘Inferno,’”’ and to it must be referred the 
inspiration that produced for the Germans Klopstock’s ‘ Messiah.” It would 
not be much amiss to call Milton and Klopstock the apostles to two most earnest 
peoples of a new literature, a literature in which the Hebrew spirituality comes 
forth from its grave-clothes in fresh power, though it is true that these authors 
have directly and indirectly much dependence for both form and matter on the 
Greek and Roman classics. The rule a generation since in New England was 
that the Old Testament instruction’should be given in the household, but the 
Greek and Latin in the school or college. The Greek and Latin seem likely to 
retain their authority in education, in spite of the vigorous attack that has been 
made and always will be made by certain classes of minds upon the justness of 
their claims. But while there has been a rallying to their defense, is it not true 
that the disturbance in family life occasioned by the civil war and the increase in 
luxury has largely swept away, without much resistence, that household instruc- 
tion in Old Testament lore which was at best but desultory? Is it not true that 
the knowledge of the ideas of the Hebrews has relatively declined among Ameri- 
can-born boys far more than the knowledge of the Greek and Roman conceptions ? 
I fear so. A professor of English in a New England college told me not long 
since that in ten years of instruction to select classes, he had found only two 
students who could explain in Milton’s ‘‘ Ode to the Nativity” the allusion in the 


words 
“the twice battered god of Palestine.” 


For a right understanding of the authors that have been most closely con- 
nected with the revivals of morals we certainly should gain much by the study of 
the Hebrew theocracy in the college course. 
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IV. Again, the Jew in his entirety, ancient and modern, past and present, 
shows such characteristics, largely the result of greatness in moral conceptions, 
as to challenge attention. Natural selection does not seem to have made him, 
and in spite of his dispersion and the harshest antagonism of surrounding condi- 
tions, it has not yet unmade him. Maintaining the same facial curves in spite of 
the straightening tension of adverse centuries, preserving apparently the same 
dense blood-corpuscles in spite of the resolving and diluting currents of the encom- . 
passing races of friendlier times, whatever restrictions and disabilities are removed, 
he becomes prominent in position. Though sometimes a “ hissing, and a by-word, 
and a reproach,”’ he is often ‘‘an astonishment,” not less by the solidity of his 
qualities than by the splendor of his success. In politics, in business, in music, 
in philosophy, in scholarship, in literature, the Hebrew race can point to 
many of the foremost men of modern times. Disraeli, Lasker, Crémieux, La- 
salle, Rothschild, Mendelssohn, Neander, Oppert, Heine, Spinoza, are a sample of 
the names of which the modern Jew can boast. There are many Jews in our vari- 
ous colleges and they are in general an able and most successful class of students, 
and in the two colleges that I know have left a very honorable record. It would 
be well to provide for them the means of studying the glorious period of their 
race, and by a fair presentation of that record to secure for them from others the 
consideration which they deserve as the descendants of an ancestry that has done 
so much for mankind. And if, as is stated by good authorities, already in 
Europe the control of the liberal press has passed into the hands of the Jews, a 
condition very dangerous to Christianity, which we may well apprehend will 
ultimately arise here, may we not hope that a healthful, softening influence on 
the mind of the Hebrews educated in our colleges would ensue from an equitable 
recognition of the claims which Judaisn has to honor from the good? May we 
not believe, if we, in our centers of education, more reverently acknowledge our 
debt to the ideas of their ancestors, that their vast capital and prodigious literary 
ability will, in that not very distant day, treat with more respect the ideas of our 
own ? : 

VY. The attitude and isolation of the Jews, the origin and maintenance of 
such a morality under such conditions, the history and polity of that theocracy 
furnish a valid argument against the skeptical patrons of development and the 


_ best antidote for too much Hellenism in modern education. If with all our 


boasted progress we have not yet in moral purity surpassed what underlies the 
ten commandments, if the history of the Jews studied with care, confirms the 
teaching of sound philosophy that in ethical conceptions the race has descended, 
not ascended, then what is better wherewith to controvert a false philosophy 
than the records of a people who cannot be brought under the deductions of de- 
veloped atoms endowed with the promise of morality, but as a unique race, 
though sometimes disobeying and sometimes stoning their prophets, do yet on the 
whole make good by the majesty and purity of their ideas their claim to be the 
chosen people of the one true God? And if in the development of individualism, 
in the modern enthusiasm for Greek art and the dominion of beauty there are 
creeping in tendencies among the most cultivated akin to those which John 
Foster deprecated as likely to result from classical study, but far more devastat- 
ing in a land like ours than any that could arise in England, what shall hold to 
the supremacy of perfect moral law and prevent any man’s becoming a law unto 
himself, any man’s assuming as good for his life and personality such freedom of 
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habits and such disregard of moral sanctions as characterized the Greeks? The 
agnostic philosophy and the adoration for beauty may issue in Greek license and 
frivolity—in an utterly sociological morality in which depravity is sin because it 
is hideous, and not hideous because it is sin. As preventive of: such results, as 
destructive of the very germs of such a ghastly morality, the ideas of the Hebrew 
theocracy furnish the best antidote. 


VI. Once more, we need this study because it is the historical basis of. 


Christianity. However foreign the knowledge of those types and symbols might 
have been, if the thing signified had never come forth; however vague and 
shadowy those prophetic utterances of rapture over a coming Messiah might have 
been, if the Messiah were still expected; these types and utterances would still 
command, as I have said, the admiration of the upright, as embodying the loft- 
iest morality and representing in the sharpest light the wide, eternal difference 
between right and wrong. One might tremble beneath Sinai and wonder at the 
imprecations in the Psalms, but an earnest mind could not fail to feel the solem- 
nity of human conduct under the reiteration of such commandments, of rubrics 
so red with the blood of sacrifices. But now that the sharpness of law has been 
merged in the love of an incarnate rectitude; now that the prohibitory maxims 
like faint day-stars have paled before the law of love, the splendor of a risen 


‘*Son of righteousness ;” now that “the blood of bulls and of goats’ has given - 


place to ‘‘the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ;” now that Jesus has 
come in the line of Abraham and David, and the reign of this pacific prince has 
expanded the scope and dominion of Hebrew ideas through the loving zeal of his 
followers, and embraced as did his arms upon the cross all the world; now that 
what Matthew Arnold calls the narrow, dogmatic spirit of Hebraism has been 
lost in the charitable sweetness of Christianity, how profoundly instructive the 
Old Testament becomes and all Hebrew history previous to Christ. Who would 
not know the history and the customs of that people? Do we not too often for- 
get, as Lessing’s friar says— 
“That our Saviour was himself a Jew?” 


Who would not know the heroes and the prophets, the ritual and the types of his 
race ? 

There was in this valley, not many years since departed, one who embodied 
for us the sublime contemplation and prophetic fervor of the patriarchs and seers 
of that people. Abraham on the plains of Mamre, Elisha restoring the child to 
the Shunammite woman, the rapt Isaiah breaking forth in strains of scientific 
but glowing imagery; these by his serene piety, his tenderness, his poetic, mys- 
terious insight he recalled, and often seemed far away, though he was very near. 
To-day, no longer near, he is not far off from the dear college ennobled by his 
love. I would believe that in memory of him some benefactor will arise to found 
in this hill-environed college the ‘‘Albert Hopkins Professorship of the History 
and Polity of the Hebrew Theocracy,.”’ 
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THE TASK AND EDUCATION OF MOSES.* 


By Pror. ANSON D. MorRsE, 
Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. 


Three thousand two hundred years ago, Egypt and the Egyptians were 
already old. At that date, remote as it is, their most glorious period was in the 
past. Their grandest temples and pyramids were built; their finest art had been 
produced ; their widest extension of boundaries had been reached; their greatest 
characters had appeared and had done their work. In short, the creative, origi- 
nating period of the national life was over. All that the Egyptians, in the way 
of ideas and the realization of ideas in the arts, were capable of adding to the 
world’s stock of civilization, they had already completed. It is true that a long 
career was still before them; but their function in world-history was to be con- 
servation. Their future work was to guard the intellectual treasures which they 
had amassed, and to give these out to the later world in such ways and at such 
times as would conduce to general progress. 

In sharp contrast to this ancient highly civilized people, whose creative 
energy was spent, stood the Semitic tribes that inhabited Goshen, the north-east 
section of Egypt. They were in the first flush of youth. To their physical vigor 
and moral energy the fears and wiles of the Egyptians strongly testify. The 
first fact, therefore, of which we need to take account, in explaining the antago- 
nism between the Israelites and the Egyptians,‘is the incompatibility between an 
old, fully developed civilization, on the one hand, and on the other, a nascent, 
almost embryonic, one. 

A second fact, entering even more deeply into the explanation of this antago- 
nism, is the radical difference between the religion of the two peoples. That of 
Egypt offers many difficult problems. Its beginnings we cannot trace. There 
is ground for the view that it was originally monotheistic. It is well estab- 
lished that this doctrine prevailed among the priests; but as the religion was 
interpreted to the people and understood by them, it had, long before the day of 
Moses, degenerated into a coarsely idolatrous polytheism. Its temples were 
grand; its ceremonials were impressive; it did not countenance the cruel and 
licentious rites practiced by the neighboring Asiatic peoples; it taught the im- 
mortality of the soul and a future of rewards and punishments. But because it 
did not teach a just idea of divine holiness, it could not awaken in its devotees a 
profound sense of sin; and consequently the morality which it developed was 
formal and external. Its symbolism, drawn in large part from the animal world, 
was strange, and in some respects revolting. This symbolism influenced greatly 
the prevalent forms of idolatry, and goes far towards explaining the grotesque 
features of Egyptian worship. All things considered, the religion was so directly 
the product of the Nile valley and of Egyptian character and experience, that it 
could not be intelligible or useful to other peoples. To the masses it was a relig- 


* This article was originally prepared to be read before the students of Amherst, as one of 
six Tulks given, during the spring term, by different professors, on topics relating to the times 
of the Exodus. 
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ion of observances; in so far as it retained the power to inspire, it acted only on 
the priests. On account of its extreme conservatism, it was altogether unsuited 
to the genius of a young, progressive people. The Israelites, on the other hand, 
’ had inherited a belief in one God. Their ancestors, the patriarchs, had received 
this through a possibly primeval revelation, strengthened by personal revelations 
to themselves. Moreover, their situation, in a region between Egypt and Asia 
where the landscape was pastoral, and the Nile and the desert were less domi- 
nant influences, tended to maintain among them fidelity to this cardinal principle 
of the Hebrew religion. 

A third source of antagonism was difference of political character. The 
Egyptian monarchy was highly despotic. The Israelites, accustomed to the looser 
and freer pastoral organization, could not, without violence to what was deepest 
in their natures, accept and bear the Egyptian political yoke. We see, therefore, 
that union between Egyptians and Israelites was impossible; for the differences 
were radical. 

The connection of the Israelites with Egypt lasted, according to one set of 
authorities, four hundred and thirty years; according to another, two hundred 
and fifteen. It is conjectured that this connection began in the desire on the 
part of the Egyptians to have a friendly but warlike Semitic people as an outpost 
toward Asia, to defend Egypt against possible invasions by other Semitic peoples ; 


just as the Romans looked to certain German peoples along the Danube for defense ~ 


against other German peoples. After a time, however, the danger from the East 
passed away, and the Egyptians began to fear that, in certain contingencies, the 
Israelites might turn against the state, which it had been their office hitherto to 
defend. Influenced by this fear, they adopted the monstrous policy of trying to ren- 
der them incapable of offense, not indeed by massacre, which would have been com- 
paratively merciful, but by destroying their character. How long the bondage 
continued we have nomeansof ascertaining. Ewald, basing his view on the extent 
to which, at the time of the exodus, the Israelites had retained their martial 
spirit and moral vigor, thinks that it may have been less than fifty and could not 
have been more than a hundred years. The attempt to degrade the Israelites to 
a position analogous to that of the Fellah of to-day, was not successful. That 
wonderful durabililty, almost indestructibility, of character which later Jewish 
history discloses, was foreshadowed in the days of the oppression. Cruelty, 
instead of breaking them down, only made them more Israelitish. This process, 
however, could not continue indefinitely. The day was fast approaching when 
the deepening antagonism must be decided by force. The outlook for the Israel- 
ites seemed hopeless. They could not expect to defend themselves against the 
Egyptians. Humanly speaking, there was before them either quiet submission, 
or a short desperate conflict closing with defeat, separation from kindred, and 
the worst forms of slavery. It was a juncture that concerned more than the Is- 
raelite and the Egyptian. It was a crisis in world-history. The immeasurable 
service to human progress which the Jewish nation was to render seemed in jeop- 
ardy. Deliverance came through Moses. 

The nature of his work has already been indicated. It was necessary to win 
the confidence of the Israelites, to organize them, to negotiate on their behalf 
with Pharaoh; and since a full and healthful development of this people on 
Egyptian soil, subject to Egyptian influence, and exposed to Egyptian enmity, 
was not possible, it was necessary to lead them to a land suited to their genius— 
the land of their origin. Meanwhile, another task, the most difficult of all, must be 
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undertaken, namely, the education of the Israelites for the exalted career to which 
they were destined. Forthis work Moses needed the highest and most varied quali- 
fications. First, and most important because it was the foundation of his wis- 
dom and power, he must bea prophet. Not otherwise could he win or deserve 
the confidence of his own people; not otherwise could he sufficiently influence 
their enemies. The exigency called for resources and wisdom more than human. 
It was the assurance that Moses through his character as prophet had 
received such wisdom and was entrusted with such resources, that first united 
the people in obedience to his commands. But the prophet must also be a mili- 
tary commander ; for only through him who stands in intimate communion with 
the Giver of victory, can the highest courage and fortitude of the people be called 
forth. 

Moreover, the prophet and commander must, in addition, be a statesman; for 
this people were yet imperfectly organized, and their institutions but half estab- 
lished and altogether inadequate. In the work of supplying these defects there 
could be little aid from precedent, for the institutions of the Egyptians and of 
the other best known peoples were, in the main, not only inapplicable but dan- 
gerous to the end in view. The loneliness which was so marked a feature of the 
life of Moses was foreshadowed by the nature of his task; if of human compan- 
ionship he had little, of human example he had absolutely none. On the other 
hand, in one respect he was highly favored. Perhaps there never was a time 
when the popular mind was more open to influence and instruction. The 
mingling of gratitude and trust, of docility and aspiration, which deliverance 
would awaken, would give an unequaled opportunity for publi¢ education. 

This was, therefore, the proper time, not only for promulgating the highest 
truths, but also for creating those institutions through which these truths might 
gradually enter into and transform the life of the community. In addition to the 
functions of prophet, commander and statesman, it seemed necessary, for a time 
at least, that Moses should administer justice. 

Since the exodus, this union of high and diverse functions in the person of 
one leader has been repeated more than once. It is seen in the case of Moham- 
med, and on a greatly diminished scale in our own day, in that of the late Mahdi, 
in opposing whom Gordon lost his life. It testifies to the insight and cleverness 
of Bonaparte, as well as to his audacity and want of scruple, that he tried to 
confirm his power over Egypt and prepare the way for the conquest of the East, 
by assuming in addition to the role of soldier and statesman that of an inspired 
character whose services to Islam had been foretold in the Koran. 

The uniqueness of the leadership of Moses consists less in the number and 
character of the functions he assumed, than in the manner of discharging them. 
In k’m the grandeur of the prophetical office received its highest expression ; 
beside him, the greatest prophets of other religions seem pygmies. Mohammed, 
in so far as his message was new, was intelligible only to certain martial and pas- 
sionate, half civilized peoples of Asia and Africa. To Moses progressive man- 
kind has listened, and must forever continue reverently to listen; for the truths 
he taught are the only basis of durable and healthful progress. 

We have now to inquire through what original qualities of person and 
character, and through what process of education, Moses was prepared for his 
work. The traditions represent him as possessed of ‘‘ almost superhuman beauty.” 
‘* Exceeding fair” are the words of Stephen. That his countenance gave fit 
expression to the exalted ideas and emotions which filled him, we are told in the 
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‘account of his descent from Sinai bearing the two tables of testimony: ‘‘ And 
Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone . . . and when Aaron and all the 
children of Israel saw Moses, behold the skin of his face shone, and they were 
afraid to come nigh him.’”’ To his strength testify not only the smiting of the 
Egyptian and the successful contest with the Midianite shepherds; but more 
conclusively still, the mighty work he accomplished; the unexampled public 
burdens he sustained, even in advanced years; and finally the words which de- 
scribe his death: ‘‘ Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died; 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.’’ We are certainly justified in 
the belief that the physique of this most laborious and enduring of inspired men 
was capable of responding fully to the exacting requirements of his position, and 
’ was in harmony with his fiery and majestic spirit. 

The extent to which Moses was indebted to his Egyptian culture must remain 
a matter of conjecture. We are told that ‘he was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians.” Ewald says: ‘“‘ It was certainly not a chance that the very high- 
est gift bequeathed to us by a remote antiquity germinated on that soil alone 
which had already for thousands of years been more deeply intellectualized than 
any other country on earth.” That the indebtedness was great, is self-evident. 
Through his study in Egypt, Moses, the destined guide and teacher of a young 
people just entering upon their career in world-history, became acquainted with 
the best fruits of the oldest civilizations. In the wisdom of his legislation, we 
find abundant proof that the author is a man deeply versed in the experience of 
- an older people, and indeed of the world. Indirectly the wisdom thus gained 
manifests itself not only through the adaptedness of the Mosaic legislation to 
the nature, the present wants, and future development of a peculiar people, but 
also in his refusal to adopt the institutions of Egypt. To an ignorant or a half- 
educated leader of an aspiring people, the temptation to copy servilely from those 
more advanced in civilization would have been irresistible. But the clearest 
proof of the indebtedness of Moses to the Egyptians is found in the universality of 
the principles he promulgated. To this, his study and criticism of the “‘ wisdom 
of the Egyptians ’’ must have been an invaluable aid. 

The traits of the character of Moses are first revealed in that event which led 
to his exile. The account in Exodus is as follows: “ And it came to pass, in 
those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and 
looked on their burdens; and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of 
his brethren. And he looked this way, and that way, and when he saw that 
there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.” Our imme- 
diate concern is not directly with the ethical character of the deed—interesting 
and instructive as that undoubtedly is. We pass it by with the remark that, 
unlike an ordinary act of murder in which the perpetrator in order to secure a 
private end disregards and violates the public interests, Moses here, in order to — 
serve the public interests of his people, disregards and jeopardizes his private 
interests. This extenuates, but does not justify. The same plea might be urged 
in behalf of the assassin of William of Orange, though not with equal validity. 
What really concerns us in the narration is, Does it reveal a fitness for leadership? 
The answer is clear: It reveals a fitness, and, at the same time, an unfitness, or 
rather, an unpreparedness ; it discloses a promise, but a promise the fulfillment 
of which is conditioned upon a further development and discipline of character. 
The fitness consists in his devotedness; he forgets himself absolutely; he imper- 
ils every personal interest, because of his zeal for the welfare of his brethren. 
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This he maintains to the end; its highest expression was reached when Moses, 
after the lapse of the Israelites into idolatry, offered his own soul as an atone- 
ment for their sin: ‘‘ And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto 
the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the Lord; 
peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. And Moses returned unto 
the Lord, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold! Yet now,if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray 
thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” History knows only one act of 
devotion which surpasses this. 

On the other hand, the slaying of the Egyptian reveals, with no less distinct- 
ness, a passionateness, a predominance of the emotional nature, which would 
make successful leadership impossible. It isa truism that self-mastery is the first 
condition for the exercise of control over others. Moses slew the Egyptian not 
only because he would defend and avenge his people, but also because he was not 
as yet fully master of himself. 

Then came the sojourn of Moses in the wilderness. What part had it in his 
education? History testifies often to the aid which nature, untouched by the 
hand of man, can give in spiritual things. In thesolitudes, where the voice of man 
is not heard, the divine voice becomes audible. It is not too much to say that 
during this period Moses came gradually to know God as he truly is, and as he was 
to be revealed to the Israelites, and through them to the world. The special appear- 
ance in the burning bush was only the climax in a long process of divine revelation ; 
butitisa turning-point in the life of Moses, marking the completeness of his prepara- 
tion for the leadership of the Israelites. It is likewise aturning-pointin the history 
of the world. No other revelation of the divine character and will, save one, has 
so deeply entered into, and so radically transformed, the affairs and the character 
of mankind. The words are as follows: ‘“‘And he led the flock to the back of the 
wilderness, and came to the mountain of God, unto Horeb. And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of abush.... And 
God called out unto him from the midst of the bush. ... And he said, Here am 
I. And He said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover He said, I am the God of 
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And 
Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the Lord said, I 
have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows; and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 

‘ Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.’’ This crowning expe- 
rience of the preparatory period of the life of Moses is strictly analogous to what 
we call conversion. The essential features are quite the same. First, a revela- 
tion of God which destroys self-will; second, a hearing and acceptance of one’s 
alloted task in the world, as co-worker with God. 

The self-mastery which Moses had lacked he now possessed. Nothing 
calms the passions, nothing clears the judgment like converse with great charac- 
ters and great ideas. Moses had talked with God, and had learned to think the 
thoughts of God. Nothing steadies, sobers, and rationalizes conduct like the 
weight of high responsibility. Unto Moses God had assigned the most difficult, 
and at the same time, the most exalted task which man can undertake. 
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDIES. 


[Copyright by W. R. 1887.) 


PREPARED BY 
Proressors W. R. HARPER (Yale University), W. G. BALLANTINE (Oberlin 
Theol. Sem.), WiILLIs J. BEECHER (Auburn Theol. Sem.), and 
G. 8S. BurroveHs (Amherst College). 


FIRST STUDY.—INTRODUCTORY. 


(The material of this ‘“‘study” is furnished largely by Professor Beecher, though in part by 
Professors Burroughs and Harper. It is edited by Professor Harper.] 


I. PRELIMINARY NOTES. 


[These “notes,” though in small type, are introductory both to the short and to the long 
courses.] 

1. Plan. In these “studies” it is proposed to furnish directions for definite work, suggestions 
as to the best methods of work, references to the best authorities on general and par- 
ticular topics. The plan of the “studies,” as well as the space allotted them, forbids the 
furnishing of any considerable amount of material. 

2. Subject. The Bible itself, not men’s ideas about the Bible, will be studied. The events of 
Bible-history will be taken up in order, and along with these events the different Old 
Testament writings connected with them. 

8. Form. The matter in large type will in itself be complete, and the course thus outlined is 
intended for those whose time for the study of the lessons is quite limited. The 
matter in small type is supplementary, for the use of students who have more time. 
To accomplish the best results, both parts of the “study” should be taken. 

4. Requirements. (1) Absolute mastery of the contents of the biblical passages considered; (2) 
Thoughtful study of the biblical topics proposed; (3) Conscientious verification of bibli- 
cal refererces cited; (4) Careful testing of all statements made by the authors of the 
studies; (5) Reading (with pencil and note-book in hand) of such references to the gen- 
eral literature of a topic as time and opportunity will permit;* (6) Rigid classification 
of results from whatever source obtained. 


II. HISTORICAL AND LITERARY. 


1. Classification of Books. (1) Learn the following general classification : 
(a) Pentateuch with Joshua (often called Hexateuch); (b) Judges (with 
Ruth), and 1 and 2 Samuel; (c) 1 and 2 Kings; (d) 1 and 2 Chronicles with 
Ezra and Nehemiah. 


* Helpful information in connection with these studies will be found in Smith’s “ Bible Dic- 
tionary,” Boston, Houghton, Mifflin & Co.; the Schaff-Herzog ‘Enc. of Biblical Knowledge,” 
New York, Funk & Wagnalls; McClintock and Strong’s “‘Cyclop.,”” New York, Harper Brothers; 
Geikie’s ‘‘ Hours with the Bible,”” New York, James Pott & Co.; Stanley’s “ Jewish Church,” New 
York, Chas. Scribner’s Sons; Lenormant’s “Ancient History of the East,” book ii.; Blaikie’s “‘ Bi- 
ble History,” including history of social life, the history of other nations, etc., New York, T. 
Nelson & Sons; Smith’s “O. T. History;’’ Briggs’ “Bible Study” and “Messianic Prophecy,” — 
New York, Chas. Scribner’s Sons; Orelli’s ““O.T. Prophecy,” New York, Scribner & Welford; De- 
litzsch’s “O. T. History of Redemption,” New York, Scribner & Welford; Edersheim’s * Proph- 
ecy and History in Relation to the Messiah,’’ New York, A. D. F. Randolph, etc. 

Among commentaries should be placed first, for convenience of size, cheapness of cost, 
and concise, valuable information, the series in the ‘‘ Cambridge Bible for Schools,” e. g., Kirk- 
patrick’s 1 and 2 Samuel,2 vols., price 3s. 6d. each; handy, condensed, clear, with Introduction, 
Appendix, and Index; good booksto buy. Valuable are Lange’s Commentaries, New York, Chas. 
Scribner's Sons; Keil and Delitzsch’s Commentaries, New York, Scribner & Welford; The Pulpi 
Commentary, New York, A. D. F. Randolph. 
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(2) Classify roughly the poetical and prophetical books of the O. T. according to 
the connection which they sustain historically to one or another of these 
four principal works or series of works. 

2. Periods of 0. T. History. (1) General periods of these four works: 

(a) The first treats of the period up to the time when Israel and the sanct- 
uary were established in Palestine; (b) The second, of the period when the 
sanctuary was wandering from place to place (1 Chron. 17:5); (c) The third, 
of the period when Solomon’s temple was the sanctuary; (d) The fourth, 
after reviewing the history contained in the other three, of the times after 
the destruction of Solomon’s temple. 

(2) Special periods: The ground covered in these studies, viz., the latter part 
of the second of these periods, and the whole of the third, may for conven- 
ience be subdivided into periods named from the relations then existing 
between Israel and the great powers of the east : 

(a) Pre- Assyrian, including the times of Samuel and David (belonging to our 
second general period), and from the accession of Solomon to that of Omri 
(1 Kgs. 16:22, 23). 

(b) Early Assyrian, from the accession of Omri to that of Jeroboam II. (2 Kgs. 
14:23)—the times of Shalmaneser II. and his immediate successors. 

(c) Middle Assyrian, from the accession of Jeroboam II. (of Israel) to that of 
Hezekiah (of Judah)—the times of Pul (2 Kgs. 15:19; 1 Chron. 5:26), 
Tiglath-pileser (2 Kgs. 15:29; 16:10; 1 Chron. 5:6), Shalmaneser IV. (2 Kgs. 
17:3; 18:9). 

(d) Later Assyrian, from the accession of Hezekiah to that of Jehoiakim (2 
Kgs. 18:1)—the times of Sargon (Isa. 20:1), Sennacherib (2 Kgs. 18:13; 19:16; 
2 Chron. 32:1), Esar-haddon (2 Kgs. 19:87 ; Isa. 87:38; Ez. 4:2), Assur-bani- 
pal (Ez. 4:10 ?). 

(e) Babylonian, extending to and beyond the destruction of the temple (2 Kgs. 
25:8, 9). 

8. Sources of Information. (1) Books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles ; (2) Other 
Old Testament books belonging to the period; (3) The geography of the 
localities named ; (4) Literature and monuments outside of the Old Testa- 
ment (before thes Assyrian periods, meagre). 

4. Special Topics. (1) Duration of each kingdom after the division; (2) Number of kings, num- 
ber of dynasties, in each kingdom; (3) Average length of reigns; (4) General attitude 
of prophets toward the kings in each kingdom; (5) Causes leading to the ear.ier fall of 
northern kingdom (2 Kgs. 17:7-23); (6) The use of geographical material in historical 


and literary study; (7) The sources, varieties, contents and character of what is called 
monumental literature. 


5. Distribution of the Books. Either because of the date when they were written, 
or because of the connection between their contents and the events of the 
periods, the following books come within the scope of these studies : 

(1) To the times before Solomon, such Psalms as were written by David and 
his contemporaries.* 


* The Psalms whose claim to belong to this class should be considered, include, among others, 
the following classes: (1) Those of the first of the five books of the Psalter, (2) all additional 
Psalms that, in the Hebrew, and therefore in the English, have the name of David, Asaph, He- 
man, and Ethan or Jeduthun in their titles, and (3) all additional Psalms that seem to be attrib- 
uted to David by the New Testament, the books of Chronicles, the additional titles found in the 
Septuagint, or other ancient sources of information. Of course we cannot delay to determine in 
how many cases the considering of these claims would result in substantiating them, and this is 
unnecessary, since our study must, at best, include but a few of the whole number. 
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(2) To the Pre-Assyrian times, Prov. 1-24, Canticles, Ecclesiastes,and the 
Solomonic Psalms. 

(8) To the Middle Assyrian, Joel and Obadiah (?); Jonah, Amos, and Hosea; 
and Zechariah (9-14) (?). 

(4) To the Later Assyrian, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, the last chapters of Prov- 
erbs, and some Psalms. 

(5) To the Babylonian, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations. 

Ezekiel and Daniel are to be taken as post-exilic, though the events mentioned 
in them are largely contemporaneous with those mentioned in Jeremiah. 
Job is omitted, though assigned by many to the period here treated. This 
classification is in several instances somewhat uncertain; but the doubtful 
cases must be left for later consideration. 

6. Chronology. For events previous to the later Assyrian period the chronology 
will not be given in terms of the year B.C. The differences of opinion are 
here so radical that such dates can be nothing but a source of confusion, ex- 
cept to one who has studied the conflicting systems now current; but one 
can gain a clear time-conception of these events if he will keep distinct (1) 
the dates up to the death of Solomon, (2)-the remaining dates of the pre- 
Assyrian and early Assyrian times, and (3) those of the middle Assyrian 
times. With such a time-idea, one can form his own opinion as to the 
date B. C. 

Ill. GEOGRAPHICAL.* 


1. Study upon a map the outline of Palestine, until you can draw, rapidly and without aid, a 
rough sketch of the country, including (1) the coast-line; (2) the Sea of Galilee with the 
Jordan and the Dead Sea; and (3) the mountain ranges. 

2. Ascertain (1) the length and average breadth of the country; (2) the height 
of Mt. Zion and the depth of the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea below the 
Mediterranean. 

8. Locate upon the map ten of the principal mountains and cities or villages, 
calculating their relative distances from one another, and indicating the 
routes of communication between them.+ 

4. As an exercise, combining history and geography, select particular sites, e. g., Bethel (1 Sam. 
7: 16), and (1) collect from the concordance (Young’s is the best) the several passages of 
Scripture connected with it.t (2) Note all geographical allusions made to it. (3) Note in 
chronological order the historical events referred to. (4) Picture the events in connec- 
tion with the site, filling in with details relating to customs, manners, dress, etc. 


* Henderson, “Palestine” (Hand-books for Bible-classes), Edinburgh, T.& 7.Clark; Hurlbut, 
‘Manual of Biblical Geography,” Chicago, Rand, McNally & Co.; H. B. Tristram, ‘‘The Topog- 
raphy of the Holy Land; The Natural History of the Bible,’”’ New York, James Pott & Co.; Mer- 
rill’s “‘ East of the Jordan,’’ New York, Chas. Scribner’s Sons; ‘‘The Land of Moab,”’ New York, 
Harper Brothers; Stanley’s ‘‘Sinai and Palestine,” New York, A. C. Armstrong & Son; the well- 
known “The Land and the Book” of W. M. Thomson, New York, Harper & Brothers; ‘Tent Work 
in Palestine,” C. R. Conder, New York, D. Appleton & Co.; the books of Edward Robinson, “ Phys- 
ical Geography of the Holy Land,” “Biblical Researches in Palestine and in the Adjacent Re-' 
gions,” ‘Later Biblical Researches,” etc., Boston, Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Particularly service- 
able are the articles in Smith’s “ Bible Dictionary.” 

+ The student is recommended to purchase the cheap wall-map prepared by Dr. H. 8S. Os- 
born, Oxford, Ohio, or for more accurateStudy the maps of Western Palestine, published by the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, illustrating the Old Testament. London, Edward Stanford. 

+ Gen. 28:19; 12:8; 18:3; 31:18; 35:1, 3, 6, 8, 15, 16; Josh. 7:2; 8:9, 12, 17; 12:9, 16; 16:1, 2; 8:1 
18, 22; Jud. 1: 22, 28; 4:5; 21:19; 1 Sam. 7:16; 10:3; 18:2; 30:27; 1 Kgs. 12: 29, 32, 33; 18:1, 4, 10, 11, 
82; 2 Kgs. 2:2, 3, 23; 10:29; 17:28; 23:4, 15, 17, 19; 1Chron.7: 28; 2 Chron. 13:19; Ez.2:28; Neh. 7:32; 
11:31; Jer. 48:13; Hos. 10:15; 12:4; Amos. 3:14; 4:4; 5:5, 6; 7:10, 18. 
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SECOND STUDY.—BOOKS OF SAMUEL, KINGS, AND CHRONICLES. 


[The material of this “study” is furnished largely by Prof. Beecher, though in part by Prof. 
Harper, by whom it is edited.] 


I. PRELIMINARY NOTES. 


1. Make it a principle to accept no statement, contained in these “studies,’’ concerning a bib- 
lical matter, without first verifying it. 

2. When references are cited in connection with a proposition or statement, examine them and 
note the additional details which they furnish. 

3. The particular kind of Bible-knowledge which most men lack, is a knowledge of the contents 
of the several books. This knowledge will be gained not by reading and memorizing the 
analysis of a book furnished by aninstructor or a commentator; but only by making 
one’s Own analysis and mastering it. Use the outlines given below simply as a guide. 
Verify them, and thus make them your own; or make others. 


II. THE BIBLICAL LESSON. 


1. Make such an examination of the Books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles as 
your time will permit, having especially in mind the general contents and 
purpose of each book. 

Upon the basis of your former knowledge of these books and from the information gained 
by the examination just made, prepare, before studying the remainder of this lesson, a 
brief statement (40 or 50 words) upon each of the three books, covering the general scope 
of the book. 


Ill. HISTORICAL. 


1. Contents of Books of Samuel. (1) 1 Samuel 1-15 contains a history of Israel 
from the time of the birth of the prophet Samuel, to the time when 
David appears. (2) The remaining sixteen chapters are made up of inci- 
dents from the life of David, including an account of the latter part of the 
reign of Saul. (3) 2 Samuel is a history of the reign of David. The last 
four chapters contain six short pieces* which: are evidently appendices to 
the connected part of the book. In mentioning that David reigned forty 
years and six months, 2 Sam. 5:5, the books of Samuel presuppose the 
death of David. They neither mention nor allude to any events much 
later than this.+ 

2. Contents of Books of Kings. These contain the history from the accession of 
Solomon to the burning of the temple, narrating, however, by way of intro- 
duction, certain events that occurred before David’s death. The latest 
fact mentioned is the liberation of Jehoiachin, and the provision made for 
him, about twenty-five years after the destruction of the temple, 2 Kgs. 
25:27-30. 

3. The Books of Kings a different work from the Books of Samuel. That they 
are part of the same work has been inferred from the fact that they take 

*(1) The account of the revenge of the Gibeonites, 21:1-14; (2) anecdotes of Philistine 
giants, 21: 15-22; (3) and (4) two poems, 22 and 23: 1-7; (5) the rollof heroes, 23: 8-39; (6) the account 
of the pestilence, 24. 

+ Many passages are often cited as alluding to later times, but they are explicable without 
that hypothesis. E. g., (1) the phrase “unto this day’ often occurs where it must be referred 
to times as early as those of David, and never where it is impossible so to refer it, 1 Sam. 8:8; 
29:3, 6, 8, etc. (2) The mention of “Israel and Judah,” 1Sam. 18:16, is not an allusion to the 
divided kingdom of later times, but calls attention to the fact that David was a favorite not 
only with his own tribe, Judah, but with the whole nation. And there is an equally good expla- 
nation in every instance where Israel and Judah are named in the books of Samuel. (3) There 
is no reason for saying that “‘seer’’ is mentioned in 1 Sam. 9:9 as an archaic title, or that the 
mention of Tamar’s dress, 2 Sam. 13:18, is made by the author as a matter of archeological 
interest. And so with other items. 
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up the history at the point where the books of Samuel leave it. But this 
is not decisive, and is contradicted by phenomena which appear in the 
books.* 

4. Contents of the Books of Chronicles. (1) Genealogical lists, 1 Chron. 1-9;+ 
(2) a repetition of the history found in Samuel and Kings, with most of the 
parts relating to the northern ten tribes omitted, and with large additions, 
mostly of matters relating to the temple and its service. Among the latest 
events mentioned in Chronicles are the royal genealogies, brought down 
several generations later than Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), 1 Chron. 3:17-24. 

5. Special Passages for Study of Contents. (1) Parallel accounts, 1 Sam. 31 and 1 Chron. 10; 2 Sam. 
7 and1Chron. 17. (2) Not in Chronicles, 2Sam. 1-4; 1 Kgs. 16-21. (8) Only in Chronicles, 1 
Chron. 12 and 22-29; 2 Chron. 29:3-ch.31. (4) Parallel accounts, amplified in Chronicles, 1 
Chron. 15, 16. 

IV. LITERARY. 

1. Authorship of the Books. According to Jewish tradition, Samuel the prophet 
wrote the books of Samuel, and the prophets Gad and Nathan completed 
them ; Jeremiah wrote the books of Kings ; Ezra wrote the books of Chron- 
icles, and Nehemiah completed them. It is quite common to reject these 
statements, but the view that these books were written under the influence 
and in the times of these men agrees with the inference that would be 
drawn from the latest events mentioned in each work, and with all the other 
known facts in the case. Common opinion now doubtless assigns the com- 

_ posing of the books of Samuel to a date considerably later than the death 
of Nathan, but without sufficient evidence.t 

2. The Mode of their Composition. A study of the passages in Chronicles that 
are duplicates of those in the other books, will throw light on questions 
concerning the composition of all these writings. Some of the phenomena 
to be studied appear in the English version, though they appear much more 
distinctly in the Hebrew. The author of Chronicles compiled large portions 
of his work from our present books of Samuel and Kings, or possibly from 
earlier writings that had been used by the authors of Samuel and Kings. 
Instead of reading these writings, and remembering their contents and 
stating these in his own language, as most modern writers would do, he did 
his work of compilation largely by the process of transcribing sections of 
the earlier works. The transcribed portions he commonly abbreviates and 
renders more fluent, by dropping words and changing phrases. Occasion- 
ally he adds a fact or a comment, often in Hebrew that is linguistically 
quite different from the transcribed portions. There are sufficient indica- 
tions that the authors of Kings and Samuel did their work largely in the 
same way, transcribing the whole or parts of previous writings. 


* Note, as a part of the proof of this: (1) The position of the six appendices at the close 
of 2 Samuel; the natural place for an appendix is at the close of a work. (2) The different 
habit of the writers in the matter of citing sources of information; the author of Kings does 
this with great form more than thirty times, e. g., 1 Kgs. 11:41; the author of Samuel never does 
it. (8) Their different habit in the matter of formal condemnation of false worship, e. g., 1 
Kgs. 11:6, and many places; no formal statements of this kind arefound in Samuel. (4) Differ- 
ences of linguistic character, though there are also some marked linguistic resemblances, espe- 
cially between Samuel and the first eleven chapters of Kings. 

+ They may have been mainly made up from the books that precede Chronicles in the Eng- 
lish Bible; but they contain a few incidents and a few statements of fact not found in the 
other books, e. g., 1 Chron. 4:9, 10, 39-43, or, in part, 6: 22-38. 

+ See introductions to the various books in different commentaries. 
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3. The Sources from which they were Compiled. These previous writings were 
largely those mentioned in the books themselves: (1) For the times cov- 
ered by the books of Samuel, one source is prominently mentioned, namely, 
“the Words ’* of Samuel, of Gad, and of Nathan, 1 Chron. 29:29. This is 
either a single work, including our present books of Samuel, or a group of 
works which served as sources for our books. Other writings are referred 
to in 1 Sam. 10:25; 2 Chron. 85:4; 1 Chron. 24:6; 27:24, etc. (2) For the 
times covered by the books of Kings, the literature cited is much more 
abundant: (a) By ‘“‘the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel,” 
cited in 1 Kgs. 14:19, and seventeen other places, and (b) that ‘‘ of the kings 
of Judah,”’ 1 Kgs. 15:7, and thirteen other places, we naturally understand 
public records, and there is no valid reason against this. (c) ‘‘ The book 
of the Words of Solomon,” 1 Kgs. 11:41, and (d) the books of Nathan, 
Ahijah, Jedo (not Iddo), Shemaiah, Jehu, and Isaiah, 2 Chron. 9:29; 12:15; 
20:34 ; 26:22 ; 32:32, were writings of prophets, and were doubtless used by 
the author of Kings. See, for example, 1 Kgs. 1; 11:26-40 and 14; 12:22. 
The author of Chronicles had the sections of these works now found in 
Kings, and perhaps had the original works also. (3) Other writings referred 
to in Chronicles are (a) two genealogical works, 1 Chron. 9:1; 2 Chron. 
12:15; (b) two ‘* Commentaries,’”’ 2 Chron. 13:22; 24:27; (c) the Lamenta- 
tions; (d) ‘‘the Words of Hozai,” and (e) the “‘ Words of the kings of 
Israel,” 2 Chron. 35:25; 33:18,19. Different from any of these, and prob- 
ably identical with our present books of Kings, is the book of Kings, 
2 Chron. 16:11; 25:26, and several other places.+ 

4. Certain Important Conclusions. Three important conclusions follow from this: 
(1) These histories approach much more nearly to the character of records 
contemporaneous with the events recorded, than they would if they had 
been compiled according to modern methods. (2) The inspiration to 
which these books owe their place in the canon is primarily that of the 
men who wrote the books in their present form, and is entirely independent 
of all questions concerning the inspiration of the men who originally wrote 
the writings from which our present books were compiled, and of all ques- 
tions touching the inspiration of any actual or supposed men of later times, 
who edited or collected the scriptural books. (8) Particular phrases in 
the transcribed sections may not have the connection that they at first 
seem to have with the context in which they are now found. For instance, 
the phrase ‘after this,’? 2 Sam. 8:1; 10:1, may possibly not refer to the 
events mentioned in the previous chapters, but to something else, that was 
recorded in the writing from which the transcription was made. 


GEOGRAPHICAL. 
1. Employ the method applied in the former lesson to ‘‘ Bethel” in the case of “Gilboa” and 
“Negebh” or “the south country.” 
2. Continue the practice of drawing an outline map of Palestine, and locate upon it five addi- 
tional places of interest. 


* “Words,” as thus used, is perhaps equivalent to “acts” or “ history,” and is so translated 
in the versions. 

+ It seems quite reasonable to suppose that the authors made some use also of oral predic- 
tions handed down. 


INDUCTIVE BIBLE-STUDIES. 27 


THIRD STUDY.—THE TIMES BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF SAMUEL. 


[The material of this ‘“‘study” is furnished by Profs. Beecher and Burroughs. It is edited by 
Prof. Harper.) 


I. PRELIMINARY NOTES. 


1. In his Bible-study, the student should pursue the inductive method: (1) Gather for himself the 
facts; (2) Learn from these the general principles which they teach; (8) Apply these princi- 
ples to all further work. How to study the Bible will best be learned by studying it. 

References are given for use, not for ornament. Facts can be collected only by studying the 
passages indicated. The Bible is to be kept constantly in hand. 

. The “Inductive Bible-studies” are intended for those who desire to approach the Bible from 
the student’s stand-point, who expect to find in Bible-study intellectual discipline. Thor- 
oughness is therefore essential. Nothing short of mastery will prove satisfactory. The 
energy and fidelity demanded by other studies will be demanded by this. The reward will 
be equally great. 

The “studies” are intended for Bible-students of all classes. Among those who make use 
of them there will be differences in natural capacity for work, in opportunities for study. 
Results will vary according to circumstances. One policy, however, must rule, whatever 
the circumstances: Only as much of the work outlined should be undertaken as can be mas- 
tered in the time one has to devote to it. Omit one-half, if necessary three-fourths; but 
learn the remainder. 

. By all means use the Revised Version. Whatever may be its shortcomings, it is vastly 
superior to the Authorized Version. 


Il. THE BIBLICAL LESSON. 


Read 1 Sam. 1-7:4, and study the account (1) of the sons of Eli, and of Eli 
himself, 2:12-17, 22-25; 4:12-22; (2) of the prophet’s message to Eli, 2:27- 
36; (3) of the birth and childhood of Samuel, 1 and 2:18-21, 26; (4) of Sam- 
uel’s vision, 3:1-18; (5) of the loss of the ark, 4:1-11; (6) of the ark in the 
land of the Philistines, 5; (7) of its return to Israel, 6; (8) of Samuel’s 
character, and the reformation in Israel, 3:19-21; 4:1a; 7:1-4. 


Ill. HISTORICAL AND LITERARY TOPICS.* 


1. Eli and His Sons; 2; 12-17, 22-25; 4: 12-22. (1) Observe the marginal notes, e. g., on 2:12, 16, 17, etc., 
of the Revision. Compare with the margin of the Authorized Version. Note their 
character. Decide as to their helpfulness individually and as to their value, taken col- 
lectively, as a popular critical apparatus.t (2) Notice constantly the marginal readings 
from the Septuagint.¢ Cf. on this section marginal note on 4:13; 5:6; 6:1, 19, and as far 
‘as you are able, conclude as to their helpfulness. (8) Discover the character of the sin 
of Eli’s sons, comparing vs. 13-16 with Ex. 29:28; Lev. 3:3-5; 7:29-34.8 How was it 
two-fold? (4) Why were the women (2: 22) at the tent of meeting (R. V. “did service”’)? cf. 
Num. 4:23; 8:24, and especially Ex. 38:8. Do you find here any corrupting influence of 
Phoenician worship? (5) Meaning of “the glory,” 4:22? See Ex. 16:10; 40:34, 35; Ps. 78: 
60, 61; Rom. 9:4. (6) Picture the scene, 4:12-22,in order to test your knowledge of its 


* These topics are not intended to be exhaustive of the text. They are simply helps toward 
inductive self-work. The “studies” are not a commentary, imparting Bible-knowledge. They 
are intended to stimulate and encourage independent investigation. 

+ See April (’87) STUDENT, pp. 229-234, Popular Uses of the Margin in the Old Testament Revision. 
Prof. J. F. McCurdy, Ph. D. ‘ 

+ The Septuagint, or LXX., is the Greek version of the O. T., made gradually and by different 
hands at Alexandria, during the third and second centuries B.C. A very valuable discipline 
for those who read readily the Greek N. T., would be the comparison of the LXX. with the Eng- 
lish text, as representing the Hebrew. For this work, obtain “S. Bagster & Son’s Gk. LXX. with 
Eng. trans. and with various readings and critical notes; a new edition; price, 16s,’"” New York, 
John Wiley & Sons; or “‘ the latest edition of Tischendorf’s LXX. in Greek.” 

§ It may be of service to note carefully the references to the Pentateuch which the text sug- 
gests, their number and general] character. A wise and careful use may be made, by the student 
personally, of the references in the margin of the A. V. 
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details, of the dress, customs, manners of the time. Notice the vivid description. What 
may be inferred from it as to the source of the narrative ? 


2. The Prophet’s Message ; 2:27-86. (1) Meaning of phrase man of God? To 
whom is the title applied? See Deut. 33:1; Judges 13:6, etc. Discover in 
what books of the O. T. it is most used? (2) What functions of the priest 
are here mentioned? Make a study of these functions from Bible state- 
ments. (8) Study the prediction 2:35, 36. In whom fulfilled? Samuel 
(8:1; 7:9, 10; 9:12, 18; 10:1; 16:18; 1 Chron. 7:33; 25:1, 4,5; Ps. 99:6), 
Zadok (1 Chron. 6:8-15), or a line of priests, culminating in Christ? On 
‘anointed ” (2:35), cf. 2:10; where is it first used in connection with the 
kingly office ?* 

8. Birth and Childhood of Samuel; ch. 1; 2:18-21, 26. (1) Study this section 
in connection with the following references to the Pentateuch: “ yearly” 
(1:3 and 2:19), cf. Ex. 34:23; Deut. 16:16; ‘‘ gave portions ” (1:4), ef. Lev. 
7:11-18, and infer character of sacrifice; ‘“‘a vow’ (1:11), cf. Num. 30; 
how two-fold? Nazarite vow? Num. 6; “‘all his house’ (1:21), ef. Deut. 
12:10-12 ; if three bullocks (1:24), for what severally intended ? Num. 15:8; 
‘¢ flour, wine,” Num, 15:9, 10, etc. Complete the references. (2) Picture 
the scenes in order to gain a conception of the religious solemnities of the 
time. (3) The LORD of Hosts (1:3), here first found. See Dictionaries, 
also Note 1, Kirkpatrick’s Samuel, p. 235. Study passages cited and deter- 
mine the meaning. 

Samuel’s Vision ; ch. 3. (1) Samuel, three significations of the name? Choose one. Other 
Samuels in the O. T.? (2) What prophets spoken of in days of Judges? Judges 4:4; 6:8. 
Are there others? (3) Form an estimate of Eli’s character. 

Loss of the Ark; 4:1-11. (1) Make, with a concordance, a study of the Philistines, e. g., Origin? 
Country? Government? Amos 9:7; Deut. 2:23; Josh. 13:2,3. History ? Gen. 21:32; 26:1, 
14-20; Ex. 13:17; Judges 3:3; ete. See Dictionaries and Note 1v., Kirkpatrick’s Samuel. 


(2) Why was the ark brought into the camp? cf. Josh. 6:6, 7; 2 Sam. 5:21; other reasons? 
Were the Hebrews affected religiously by their surroundings? In what respects ? 


Samuel’s Character and Reformation ; 3:19-21; 4:la; 7:1-4. (1) Develop the 
contrast seen in the narrative, between the unfolding of Samuel’s character 
and his surroundings. (2) Characterize politically and religiously the period 
of twenty years preceding the reformation of Samuel. (8) Study Samuel’s 
character and his principles (a) as a ruler, (b) in his personal relations, (c) 
as a religious teacher. (4) Distinguish, in the study of his character, (a) 
personal traits, (b) those peculiar to his time, (c) those belonging to th 
Hebrews as a nation. 

7. Hannah’s Song; 2:1-10. Prepare a criticism comparing it with Luke 1: 46-55, and 67-79.+ 


IV. GEOGRAPHICAL. 
Explain, with map, the terms (1) ‘‘ hill country of Ephraim ;” (2) Ramathaim-zo- 
phim; (3) Ephrathite ;{ (4) Shiloh, 1:3; (5) Dan and Beersheba, 3:20; (6) 


* See Briggs’s “‘Messianic Prophecy ” chap. v. § 40, translation, notes, comments, New York, 
Chas. Scribner’s Sons; also Orelli’s “‘O. T. Prophecy,” pp. 148 seq.; “‘The Anointed of the Lord,” 
Edinburgh, T. & T. Clark; also Edersheim’s “‘ Prophecy and History in Relation to the Messiah,” 
Lect. 2; New York, A. D. F. Randolph & Co. 

+ On the Song of Hannah, see in particular Lange’s ‘‘ Commentary;” also Briggs’ ‘‘ Messianic 
Prophecy,” pp. 123-126, “The All-knowing Judge,’”’ remarks, translation, notes and comments. 
The remarks relative to the period are valuable. The condensed notes and analysis in Kirkpat- 
rick’s Samuel are helpful. 

+ “‘Ephraimite” of the R.V. is a mistake. The Palestinian survey-maps correctly locate Rama- 
thaim-zophim near Bethlehem. Elkanah was an Ephrathite, in the ordinary sense of the term, how- 
ever we may connect this with the fact that he was also from the hill country of Ephraim.—W. J. B. 
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Ebenezer and Aphek, 4:1; (7) the land of the Philistines, Ashdod, Gath, 
Ekron, Ashkelon, Gaza, 5 and 6; (8) Beth-shemesh, 6:9, etc.; (9) Kirjath- 
jearim, 6:21 ; cf. Josh. 9:17 and context. 


Vv. CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


1. The time covered by these events was sixty years, 4:18; 7:2, Eli being 
chief magistrate of Israel forty years, with an interregnum of twenty 
years following.* 

2. Among important facts of the civil history of the period are the following : 
Israel was subject to the Philistines, 4:9; 7:3, etc., and made an unsuc- 
cessful effort to throw off the yoke. That the country was populous and 
reasonably prosperous appears from the general tenor of the account and 
from the numbers mentioned in 4:10, and perhaps in 6:19. 

3. It is an unexplained fact, without parallel in the times of the judges, that 
Eli was both judge and high-priest. It is equally an unexplained fact that 
the highpriesthood should now be in the family of Ithamar, and not in 
that of Eleazar. These facts must have had their origin in certain un- 
recorded, and now unknown, previous events in the history of Israel. 

4. It is a favorite statement with certain writers that the Philistines destroyed 
Shiloh after capturing the ark, but as to this we have absolutely no infor- 
mation. Perhaps sixty years later, the city of the priests was Nob, and no 
longer Shiloh, 1 Sam. 21. Later still, the choosing of Jerusalem as the 
sanctuary-city sealed the rejection of Shiloh, Ps. 78:60, 67, 68. Several hun- 
dred years later, Shiloh was perhaps a ruin, Jer. 7:12, and context: But 
no one knows how long Shiloh continued in existence, either as a city or 
as the sanctuary of Israel. 

* It seems certain that these statements are correct, though the matter is much in dispute. 
Back to about 800 B. C. the differences of opinion in regard to biblical chronology concern matters 
of detail; the differences in regard to dates earlier than about 800 B. C. are radical, and, at pres- 
ent, irreconcilable. In dealing with the dates previous to David, itis very common to reject 
the 480 found in 1 Kgs. 6:1, the 300 found in Jud. 11:26, the 450 and the 40 found in Acts 13:20, 


21, and other biblical numerals. The chronological scheme which lies at the basis of my state- 
ment may be briefly given as follows: 
Five forty year periods, beginning with the close of the 40 years of the exodus, 
the other numerals given for these periods being included in the five forties 
(Jud. 3:11, 80; 5:31; 8 :28) 
Administrations of Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Samson 9: 10: 15: 20 
compared with 10:7), in years, 34-23+22+20 = ‘ 
Ammonite oppression (Jud. 10: 8) 


. (This isthe round number 300, Jud. 11: 26.) 
Administration of Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Eli, and interregnum (Jud. 
12:7, 9, 11, 14; 1 Sam. 4:18; 7; 2), in years, 6-+-7-+-104-8+-40+-20 =..........ceeeeeee 
Samuel’s administration, computed 


397 
(Perhaps this, with the 40 years of the exodus added, making 4387, is the round 
number 450 of Acts 13:20.) 
Reigns of Saul, David, and 3 years of Solomon (Acts 13:21; 2 Sam. 5: 4; 1Kgs. 6:1), 
40+40-+3 


Other views shorten or lengthen the period by from 100 to 300 years. See articles in current 
commentaries and encyclopedias. 1t is quite common to regard Samson and Eli as contempo- 
raries, and to count some of the judges as only petty officials. The scheme just given counts 
every judge as actually chief magistrate of Israel. The 40 in Jud. 13:1is the same with that in 
1Sam. 4:18.—W. J. B. 
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5. Kirjath-jearim was one of the four Gibeonite cities, Josh. 9:17. The im- 
pression made by 1 Sam. 6:21; 7:1 is that the men of Kirjath-jearim 
were ordered to take charge of the ark, as if they had no right to refuse, at 
a time when no one else dared to take charge of it. This would be ex- 
plained if we should suppose that they acted as Gibeonites, the tradi- 
tional slaves of the ark. 

6. The condition of things after the death of Eliseems to have been this: The 
people were left without their natural leaders ; but Samuel, in virtue of his 
ability, his worth, his relations with Eli, and his prophetic character, had 
great influence among them; for twenty years, however, he chose to exer- 
cise his influence rather in securing personal reformation among the people, 
than in re-establishing their civil or religious institutions. 


Note.—The history of prophetism, and of the religious institutions of Israel, during the 
period covered by this and the two following studies, is very important, and is reserved for 
separate treatment in the sixth study. 


VI. QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICAL WORK. 
1. How may the influence of character, good and bad, be shown from this study ? 
By what characters ? In what respects ? 
2. How may the influence of surroundings and atmosphere be shown ? 
3. How is the relation of individual life to social welfare shown ? 
4. Note carefully the elements of weakness and power in each of the historical 
characters studied. 


FOURTH STUDY.—ADMINISTRATION OF SAMUEL. 


(The material of this “‘ study” is furnished by Profs. Beecher and Burroughs. It is edited by 
Prof. Harper.] 


I. PRELIMINARY NOTES. 


. The text cited is to be studied intellectually rather than devotionally. 

The facts and ideas of the biblical statements are to be mastered, rather than the words. One 
must also discriminate between primary and subordinate facts. Let the more prominent 
be fastened firmly in mind, and others grouped about them. 

8. It is only by means of the Revised Version that the best help can be gained from these 
“studies,” the historical and literary portions of which have been prepared with refer- 
ence to its use. 

Let there be constant exercise in asking questions. If they cannot be answered, write them 
down. It is not to be expected that all questions will be answered at once. Let the 
questions be classified according as they relate to the text, the interpretation of the text, 
geography, customs and manners, religious service, personal character, etc. 

5. Use, but do not misuse, commentaries. They may contain information which will be valua- 

ble to you if digested and assimilated. But above all things, let not the reading of such 

helps be substituted for the study of the Bible itself. Depend upon no authority. Do 
your own thinking. 


Il. THE BIBLICAL LESSON. 


Read 1 Sam. 7:5-ch. 12 ;* and study the account (1) of Samuel’s career as judge, 7: 
5-17; (2) of the circumstances which directly led to the establishment of 


ne 


4 


*See Geikie’s ‘‘ Hours with the Bible,” vol.3, pp. 40-92; Stanley’s “‘ Jewish Church,” lects. 18, 19, 
20, “Samuel and The Prophetic Order and Teaching ;” Edersheim’s ‘‘ Prophecy and History in 
relation to the Messiah,” pp. 232-249, a picture of the times; Delitzsch’s “ 0. T. History of Re- 
demption ”’ pp. 75-83., etc. 
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the monarchy, 8; (8) of the story of Saul and the asses, 9, and 10:1-16; 
(4) of Saul’s election, 10:17-27; (5) of the beginning of his reign, 11; (6) of 
Samuel’s address to the people, 12. 


Ill, HISTORICAL AND LITERARY TOPICS. 


1. Samuel’s Career as Judge; 7:5-17. (1) Study the gathering, characterized by penitence, prayer 
and fasting, at Mizpah (7: 5,6), especially the drawing and pouring out of water. Of what 
was this symbolic? cf. 1:15; Josh. 7:5; Ps. 22:14 ; 62:8; Lam. 2:19. Add other explan- 
atory passages. Picture the scene. (2) What was the Hebrew conception of nature in 
its relation to Jehovah? cf. 7:10; 2:10; 2 Sam. 22:7-16; Ps. 29:3-10. Make this study 
more complete by use of the concordance, consulting particularly the Psalms. (3) Make 
a study of the Amorites (7:14); their location (west of Jordan, Num. 13:29; Josh. 10:5; 
also east of Jordan, Num. 21:13, 26), their history in relation to the Hebrews, etc.* (4 
Form as clear a conception as possible of the functions of Samuel as judge.t 

2. Circumstances leading to the Monarchy; ch. 8. (1) Contrast Samuel and Eli in 
their relation to their sons and thus to the national welfare. (2) Makea 
study of the elders (8:4) in Israel; in the patriarchal form of government, 
in the wilderness, after the entrance into Canaan; trace historically and 
show the different kinds of elders and their functions. Cf. Ex.3:16; 4:29; 
Lev. 4:15; 9:1; Num. 11:16; 24:25; Josh. 20:4; Jud. 8:16; 11:5; 21: 
16. Add other references from use of concordance, especially in regard to 
their continuance in later times. (3) Notice how the statements of Samuel 
(vs. 11-18) are fulfilled according to other passages of Scripture. Cf. 2 
Sam. 15:1; 1 Kgs. 1:5; 5:13-18; 12:4; 21:7; 2 Kgs. 1:9. Add other pas- 
sages. (4) Consider the change of government and the establishment of the 
monarchy at this time in relation to the divine purpose in Israelitish 
history. 

8. Saul and the Asses; 9:1-10:16. (1) Picture the times religiously from this wonderfully full 
and vivid narrative. Be as realistic as possible.§ (2) What various terms are applied to 
the prophet in the O. T.? Their meaning? See Young’s Concordance, prophecy, prophesy, 
prophets, seer, etc. V.9 will be considered in the sixth study; the student may, however, 
consult Edersheim, pp. 120-125; Briggs, pp. 14, 15; Orelli, pp. 5, 11,12. (8) What may, per- 
haps, be imagined to be in Saul’s heart (9:19) at this time? Form an opinion of his char- 
acter and thoughts at this juncture. (4) Make a further study (see previous study) 
of the rite of anointing (10:1). Signification of the rite? Who were anointed? Infer- 
ence as to the Messiah ; the Anointed? Cf. Ex. 40:15; Lev. 8:12; 1 Kgs. 19:16. Make a 
word-study, using concordance, anoint, anointed. (6) What was ‘‘a company of prophets” 
(10:5?) (6) Meaning of 10:6,9? Make a word-study of the scriptural expression heart. 
(7) Explain 10: 11, 12, and expressions therein used. 

4. Saul’s Election ; 10:17-27. (1) Determine the nature of the national assembly of Israel (10:17). 
Its composition? Its functions? etc. Cf. Num. 1:2, 3; Ex. 19:3-9; 24:3; Num. 27: 
18-28 ; Josh, 9:15, 18; Judges 22:1, etc. Add references in subsequent books. (2) Form 
a general conception of the political organization of the Hebrew tribes previous to the 
establishment of the monarchy. Cf. 8:4; 10:17; 10:19-21, ete. (8) Explain the nature of 
the lot as found in the Scriptures. In reference to what was it employed? Cf. Prov. 16: 
83; Josh. 7:14; 18:10; Judges 20:9, 10; Lev. 16:8, 10, etc. (4) The Urim and Thummim, 
what? Manner of use? 10:22, asked of the LORD; cf. 22;10; 28:9; 28:6; 30: 7; Ex. 28: 
80; Num. 27:21; Jud. 1:1; 20:18, etc. (5) What inference may legitimately be drawn from 
10: 25a? 


* See Young’s concordance for a valuable summary. 

+ Questions suggested by 7:16, 17, will be more fully considered in the sixth study. 

+See especially Introduction to Kirkpatrick’s “ Samuel,” chap. 4, The Place of the Books of 
Samuel in the History of the Kingdom of God. 

§ It is not supposed that the student will be able toanswer all the queries thus suggested. 

i See Kirkpatrick’s Samuel, Introduction, chap. 6; Edersheim, pp. 122-124; Briggs, p. 24 seq ; 
Delitzsch, “O. T. History of Redemption,” pp. 81-83. 
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5. Beginning of Saul’s Reign; ch. 11. (1) Compare 11:1 with 12:12, note LXX. reading in mar- 
gin of 11:1 (Revision); draw an inference. (2) Make a study regarding the history of the 
Ammonites in relation to Israel. Jud. 3:12-14; 10:11; 2 Sam. 10:1 seq.; 12:26; 2 Chr. 
20; 26:8; 27:5; Neh. 4:7, 8, ete. (3) Meaning of 11:6? Make a word-study of spirit of 
God, spirit of the LORD, in relation to individuals, in O. T. Scriptures. (4) Look up the 
question of numbers (11:8) in this and the preceding study; draw inferences. (5) Com- 
pare the Hebrew and Roman divisions of time (10:11, watch); Lam. 2:19; Jud.7:19; Matt. 
14:25; Mk. 13:35; Acts 12:4, ete. 

6. Samuel’s Address ; chap. 12. (1) Make an analysis. (2) Consider the impor- 
tance of this juncture in Israelitish history. (8) What two-fold trial is 
here, in figure, conducted (vs. 3, 7)? (4) On verse 22, cf. Deut. 7:6-11; 
Ex. 32:12; Num. 14:13, etc. Distinguish between the right and wrong 
reliance upon this idea, both generally and specially in concrete instances in 
Israelitish history. (5) Make a careful and thorough character-study of 
Samuel, noticing (a) his judgeship, (b) his relation to the monarchy, (c) his 
relation to prophecy, and making use of the statements which follow in this 
study, and the results of your reading.* (6) In what respects has this char- 
acter failed to receive its true prominence in Israelitish history ? 


IV. GEOGRAPHICAL. 


Indicate the location of (1) Mizpah, 7:6; (2) of the route of the Philistines, 7: 
11; (3) of Samuel’s circuit, 7:16, 17 (Ramah near Bethlehem, Gilgal in 
the Jordan valley); (4) of Saul’s route, 9 and 10; (5) of the country of the 
Ammonites, and Saul’s operations in defense of Jabesh-gilead, 11. 


Vv. CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


. The statement that ‘‘ Samuel judged the sons of Israel in Mizpah,”’’ 7:6, 
does not necessarily mean that he then became judge; but that is the best 
understanding of it. His judging Israel ‘‘ all the days of his life,” 7:15, 
implies that after Saul became king, Samuel continued to be judge, though 
the judge was now outranked by the king, and was no longer chief magis- 
trate. When Samuel broke off relations with Saul, 15:35, his position of 
judge may have become merely nominal. 

. The independence from the Philistines continued “all the days of Sam- 
uel,”’ 7:13. The natural meaning of this is not all the days of his life, 
but of his administration as chief magistrate. This agrees with the facts 
as stated in the following chapters.; After Saul’s accession, and before 
Samuel’s death, there was a time of Philistine oppression worse than those 
that had preceded it, 13:5-22. But the magnitude of the preparations 
made by the Philistines for this conquest shows what a formidable enemy 
Israel had become, under Samuel. 

. The events of Samuel’s administration are so briefly narrated, that we are 
in danger of failing to take in their full importance. Eli’s death left Israel 
under oppression, a humiliated and ravaged country. Samuel’s reign began 
by a swift, well-ordered, and entirely successful blow for independence, and 
then kept Israel in a condition of peace, territorial integrity, and prosper- 
ity. A comment on this is the fact that Saul, at the beginning of his reign, 


* For an excellent epitome see Kirkpatrick’s 1 Samuel, Introd., ch. 5. 

+ It would be inconsistent with 1 Sam. 10:5, if it were necessary to hold that the “garrison” 
there spoken of was a military post, and was at that time occupied by Philistine soldiers; but 
that is not necessary. 
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when he had no prestige, could suddenly raise 300,000 (or 330,000) men, 
11:8. 

4. The time of Samuel’s administration, obtained by subtracting the sum of 
the other numerals for the period from the exodus to the temple from the 
480 of 1 Kgs. 6:1, is about twenty years. This is in addition to the pre- 
ceding twenty years of waiting. (See note on previous study.) This agrees 
entirely with the statements of the history. These represent Samuel as a 
young man at the death of Eli, and as an old man, with grown sons, but 
with many years yet to live, at the accession of Saul. About forty years is 
a time long enough for these changes, and not too long. 

. An exceedingly important event in Samuel’s career, though described in 
only a single sentence, was the establishment of amicable relations with 
such of the old Amorite inhabitants of the land as yet remained, 7:14. 

. The following additional statements concerning Samuel, may be verified by 
references: (a) After the confirming of the kingdom, Samuel was asso- 
ciated with Saul in the government; but in time, differences arose between 
them, 7:15; 18:8-15. (b) After the war with Amalek, he withdrew from 
the administration, ch. 15, especially verses 26-31 and 35. (c) Afterward, he 
privately anointed David as king, and later, helped David, though both he 
and David maintained a true allegiance to Saul, 16:1-13; 19:18-24. (d) 
He died, greatly lamented, in the later years of Saul, who afterward had a 
real or pretended interview with him, 25:1; 28:7-20. (e) He was a writer, 10: 
25; 1 Chron. 29:29. (f) He was a Levite, and his grandson was the distin- 
guished singer Heman, 1 Chron. 6:28, 33, and context. (g) His influence 
was afterward recognized, both in the establishment of David’s kingdom, 


and in the preparations David made for building the temple, 1 Chron. 11:3; 
9:22; 26:28. (h) Samuel and his times were remembered in Israel as 
worthy to be mentioned along with Moses and his times, Jer. 15:1; Ps. 99: 
6; 2 Chron. 35:18. 


VI. QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICAL WORK. 

1. From the study of the outcome of life, as seen particularly in the case of Samuel, 
show the necessity of a rounded manhood, both moral and spiritual, for true 
influence. 

2. From the same character, emphasize the power of religious personality; the 
temptations to be met in building it up, the methods by which it is to be 
built up and strengthened. 

8. Notice the qualities of Saul, as he appears in this ‘‘ study.” Enumerate such 
as were calculated to fit him for noble service. Show what dangers assailed 
them. 

4. What, in general, are the lessons of this “ study ” as to equipment for Christian 
work ? 


Some errors discovered after the preceding pages were printed. 


Page 31, paragraph 2, sixth line, Num. 11:16; 24: 25should read Num. 11: 16, 24, 25. Tenth line, 
2 Kgs. 1:9 should read 2 Kgs. 1: 9-14. 

Page 32, paragraph 5, third line, Jud. 3: 12-14; 10:11 should read Jud. 3:12-14; 10; 11. Para- 
graph 6, fourth line, Num. 14: 13 should read Num. 14:13-24. 
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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 


Robert F. Harper, Ph. D., has been appointed instructor in Semitic lan- 
guages in Yale University. The work demanded in this department could not 
be performed by one person. 


Prof. Geo. R. Hovey, oldest son of President Hovey, of Newton Theological 
Institution, has been appointed Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament literature 
in the Theological School at Richmond, Va. 


At the late commencement of Harvard University, one of the graduate 
addresses was on ‘‘ The Study of the Bible as an English Classic.”” It is described 
as one of “ the two striking addresses of the day.” 


The revisers of the German translation of the Bible lately began at Cologne 
the third and last reading of the Old Testament, taking first Isaiah and the 
Psalms. The reading of the latter book was but half finished at that sitting. 
They managed, however, to get through the Book of Isaiah. 


The numbers attending the Summer Schools of Hebrew during the summer 
just closing have been about thirty-five per cent. more than during any previous 
season. The Chicago School, held at Evanston, had over one hundred in attend- 
ance. This work is destined to increase greatly in the future. 


The Johns Hopkins University circular announces that “in pursuance of the 
plan adopted last year, Professor Haupt’s courses in Hebrew, Arabic, Chaldee, and 
Syriac will be interrupted during the month of January, 1888, and all the time 
devoted to the study of Assyriology with special reference to the bilingual texts.”’ 


Columbia College issues a programme of courses of study in the oriental 
(chiefly Semitic) languages. Dr. H. T. Peck will lecture during the coming year 
upon elementary and advanced Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic, Assyrian, Ethiopic, 
and general Semitic grammar; Dr. Richard J. H. Gottheil upon Syriac and 
Semitic Paleography. 


. Prof. Edward L. Curtis, Ph. D., of the McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, will be assisted next year in Old Testament work by Mr. A. S. Carrier, a 
graduate of Hartford Theological Seminary. The fact is rapidly becoming recog- 
nized that the Old Testament department in our seminaries comprehends too 
much to be managed easily by one man. 


In THE STUDENT of last December, mention was made of a prize of fifty dol- 
lars offered by the Young Men’s Hebrew Association, of Philadelphia, for the 
best essay on the following topic: ‘The Principles of Ethics in the sayings 
contained in the Book of Proverbs, with an inquiry into the social condition 
which they reflect.” At the last stated meeting of the Board of Managers of 
this association, the judges of the prize-essay contest reported that “ eight essays 
were handed in, some of which are very elaborate and give signs of deep original 
study.”’ §S. Sekles, however, of New York, won the prize; honorable mention 
being made of the Rev. Granville Ross Pike, pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of Clayville, Oneida County, N. Y. 
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THE PHARAOHS OF THE BONDAGE AND THE EXODUS.* 


This book is made up of a pastor’s thirteen lectures delivered, as the preface 
informs us, “in the ordinary course of pulpit ministration on the Sabbath.” The 
writer is well known as a compiler of hymns, especially ‘‘ Songs for the Sanctu- 
ary,” a standard hymn and tune book. That he is patient and painstaking in his 
pulpit preparations is shown by the way these lectures have grown up. By the 
year 1870 he had already made two trips to Egypt; and from the time of the 
“ find”? of mummified Pharaohs in 1881 to the delivery of the Exodus expositions 
in 1886, he collected ‘every scrap of published information” to be founed in 
magazines and newspapers, in official documents, in books of historians and 
archeologists, even turning his vacations to account, especially while in London, 
in the direction of his investigations. Every available thing that would illus- 
trate the matter in hand he seems to have obtained. All the material thus labo- 
riously gathered is well digested; and the resvlt is a book pleasant to read, as 
well as instructive. It can be read aloud in the family circle to the delight and 
profit of all who listen. The finding of the mummies of the greatest kings in 
Egyptian history in itself reads like a romance. The tale is graphically told in 
the second iecture, and the interest continues with scarce any abatement. For 
strictly critical purposes other books will be read; but this one is valuable for the 
fixing of certain central facts in the mind. 


BIBLE CHARACTERS.+ 


Dr. Mercer, though dead, still speaks.in the discourses of this volume with 
the subdued beauty which comes from supreme love for truth. He gives evidence 
also of that fine historical insight which is such a desideratum in the case of many 
sermonisers on Bible times and Bible characters. So that we have before us not 
only models of pulpit oratory, but also real helps in Bible-study. The preacher 
knew how to put himself back into the times and circumstances of the ancients, 
of those especially who had faith in God, as the following paragraph will illustrate : 

“There are two ways of misconceiving such ancient Bible characters as 
Abram. Christian people and theologians, on the one hand, are often quite 
unhistorical. Forgetting all the differences of time and place,—forgetting that 
revelation began as a dawning day, with imperfect ideas and imperfect morals 
also,—we persist in giving those men a modern conscience, all the Christian 
lights and virtues, and reading in their minds that which belongs to ours. Now 
this is not a | untrue and foolish, and so subjects the Bible to fault-finding ; 
but, instead of exalting these spiritual forefathers of the race, it is unjust to 
them. We can never appreciate their elevation but by knowing their limitations 
and ignorance. . . . This on the one hand. On the other, they err much 
more who irreverently, and ignorant of the Spirit, will see nothing here but an 
every-day matter. If you go into the East to-day and observe an Arab chief,— 
his gravity, patriarchal dignity, hospitality—you may see a striking image of 
the old Abram. Yes; and something more than outside likeness,—a something 
really similar in character. But to stop with this and to omit the mighty Abram 
within, is much farther from truth than our ordinary way of looking at him as 
if he were a moralist or theologian of the Christian era.” 
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